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Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is an OPI? 
An OPI (oral proficiency interview) is a performance 
test that measures how well you speak a language by 
assessing your proficiency level in that language 
against a set of pre-established criteria. 

 
How is an OPI administered? 
OPIs are administered entirely in the language being 
tested. They are administered by a live person or by a 
computer automated system over the phone. 
 
What can I expect on exam day? 
On the day of the OPI, you will come to the 
designated location where you will be escorted to a 
private room with a telephone landline.  A staff 
person will check your identification and connect you 
via phone with the appropriate test administrator. 

 
What happens during the exam? 
The OPI is structured in a conversational format 
where a rater will ask you a variety of questions 
ranging in topic from personal interests to your 
opinions on global matters.  The questions should 
gradually increase in complexity as the interview 
continues. Take the time to really listen to the 
interview questions and provide descriptive answers 
using several sentences.  The test itself takes about 30 
minutes to complete. 

 
Will I be tested on interpretation skills or legal 
terminology? 
No.  An OPI is strictly a measure of your general 
language proficiency ability. 

 
How much does the OPI cost? 
The cost for the English OPI is $60.  The cost for all 
other languages is $60 per test 
 
 

How can I prepare for an OPI? 
Improving your level of fluency in a language takes 
time and it is unlikely that you would be able to 
improve your proficiency in a language in a short 
amount of time.  However, to prepare for the OPI, it 
may be helpful to practice speaking about a range of 
topics in the language that will be tested. 

 
How are OPIs rated? 
All OPIs are scored by raters who have received 
extensive training on the scoring level criteria and 
who are fluent, native-like speakers of the language.  
Raters use a pre-established set of criteria consisting 
of different descriptions of levels of proficiency.  To 
score at the highest level, a candidate is required to 
demonstrate a full range of grammar and vocabulary. 

 
How can I improve my OPI score if I did not pass the 
first time? 
Since the OPI is a test of your language proficiency, 
improving your score will be challenging.  It is 
required that you wait at least six months prior to 
attempting the exam again. Take this time to speak as 
much as you can in the target language, while 
practicing your ability to provide full descriptions with 
rich narration. 

 
Do dialectical differences or my accent influence the 
score I receive? 
Raters are trained to accept variations in dialect so 
long as word usage is standard vocabulary that would 
be found in a dictionary.  Similarly, your accent should 
not influence your score, unless it interferes with the 
raters’ ability to understand what you are saying. 
 
What should I bring to the OPI? 
Please bring only your I.D., all other items will be 
stored away during your interview. 
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