
 
 

 

TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE CHIEF JUDGE 2020-19 

ORDER LIMITING THE TRANSPORT OF INMATES TO THE JUSTICE CENTER 
 

   

 The Governor of Colorado has declared a State of Emergency related to the presence of novel 

coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) and the President of the United States has declared a National Emergency 

due to COVID-19. Furthermore, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is 

working to stop the spread of COVID-19 and has implemented several emergency measures.  

 On May 5, 2020, Chief Justice Coats issued an updated order regarding the operation of 

Colorado state courts. In his order, the Chief Justice requires all state courts to continue to operate on 

an emergency basis and “continue the safe conduct of all legal business, whether essential or not.” The 

order is still in effect. 

 Our judicial district is capable of conducting audiovisual hearings with inmates who are in 

custody at the Mesa County Detention Facility (MCDF) and the transport of inmates from MCDF to the 

justice center for an in-person appearance unnecessarily, with a few exceptions, creates a health risk for 

others, especially transport deputies. Therefore, it is now ordered that no inmate shall be transported 

from the MCDF to the justice center unless one of the following exceptions is applicable: 1) the inmate 

does not consent to an audiovisual appearance and a preliminary hearing must be held within 35 days as 

required by C.R.C.P. 7 (h)(2); 2) the inmate does not consent to an audiovisual appearance and a 

revocation hearing must be held within 14 days as required by §16-11-206 (4); 3) the inmate is 

transported for a jury trial that has been authorized by the Chief Judge; or 4) the transport of the inmate 

is specifically authorized by the Chief Judge. 

 Done this 3rd day of November 2020. 

 

 ___________________________     

 BRIAN J. FLYNN      

 Chief Judge  


