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SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, STATE OF COLORADO 

ADAMS AND BROOMFIELD COUNTIES 

    

 

ORDER REQUIRING FACIAL COVERINGS TO BE WORN IN ALL INDOOR 

PUBLIC SPACES OF THE 17TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTHOUSE AND 

PROBATION BUILDINGS 

 

  

ISSUED JULY 19, 2020      TCJO 2020-09  

  

    

 

Pursuant to the authority granted to Chief Judges in Chief Justice Directive 95-01 

and in light of the public health risk posed by COVID-19 (“novel coronavirus”) and the 

advisories and information circulated by the Centers for Disease Control, the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and Environment, and local public health departments 

recommending active steps to slow the spread of the virus and precautions to reduce the 

risk of exposure, the Court hereby finds and orders:    

On July 10, 2020, Tri-County Health Department (“TCHD”) issued a Public Health 

Order requiring facial coverings to be worn in public where social distancing cannot be 

maintained in Adams County so as to control and slow the spread of COVID-19.  The 

goal of that Order is consistent with this Order and other Orders entered by this Court to 

control and reduce the spread of COVID-19, to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare of both the public and personnel of the trial courts and probation in the 17th 

Judicial District.    

The TCHD Order states that scientific evidence shows that limiting interactions 

among people slows virus transmission and, as social distancing restrictions are lifted, 

that the wearing of facial coverings by individuals while in public areas assists in 
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maintaining reduced virus transmission by reducing the spread of respiratory droplets.  

Further, a facial covering mandate can work in concert with social distancing and 

frequent hand washing protocols under existing public health orders to minimize the 

spread of COVID-19.   

  On July 16, 2020, Colorado Governor Jared Polis issued Executive Order D 2020-

138, which is in effect for thirty days from July 16, 2020 unless extended further by 

Executive Order.   

  Governor Polis in Executive Order D 2020-138 cites to studies showing the 

widespread use of facial coverings are a low cost and highly effective way of reducing 

the spread of COVID-19 infections by as much as 65%.  The 17th Judicial District, which 

is tasked with performing essential governmental functions and ensuring that 

constitutional rights are protected, is also committed to reducing the risk of exposure to 

this highly infectious and potentially deadly disease by employing the measures set forth 

by Governor Polis and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

(“CDPHE”).    

  The purpose of Administrative Order 2020-09 is to provide instruction and 

guidance to members of the public and those employed by and providing services to the 

17th Judicial District courts and probation. 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

1. A medical or non-medical cloth face covering must be worn at all times by 17th 

Judicial District employees and all persons over the age of ten (10) who enter or 

move about the Public Indoor Spaces of buildings used for 17th Judicial District 

court and probation functions, except when a person is not required to wear a face 

covering as set forth in this Administrative Order, an Executive Order issued by 

Governor Polis, or a CDPHE or TCHD Order.  

2. Administrative Order 2020-09 applies to the Adams County Justice Center, the 

Broomfield City and County Court, and all probation buildings. “Public Indoor 

Space” includes all courtrooms, the Clerk’s Offices, the Administration Offices, all 
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jury assembly and deliberation rooms, public restrooms, public hallways and 

stairwells, lounge areas, and all meeting rooms.  A “Public Indoor Space” does not 

extend to private offices within the building, courtrooms, and judicial officer 

chambers when the person occupying the office/courtroom is working alone in 

that space; however, a facial covering must be worn when other persons are also 

occupying that space, unless exempted by this Administrative Order, an Executive 

Order issued by Governor Polis, or a CDPHE or TCHD Order. 

3. The terms “facial covering” and “mask” are synonymous for purposes of this 

Administrative Order and defined as a medical or non-medical cloth that covers 

the nose and mouth area.   

4. Persons entering or moving about Public Indoor Spaces are expected to bring their 

own facial coverings.  The 17th Judicial District has a limited supply of facial 

coverings for emergency use, and therefore, persons who fail to bring a facial 

covering may be told they cannot enter the building until they have obtained a 

facial covering if the court is unable to provide a facial covering to the person.  

5. Persons may continue to bring gloves and a small plastic container of hand 

sanitizer into court and probation buildings.  

6. Individuals who cannot medically tolerate wearing a facial covering and children 

ten years of age and younger are exempted from this order. 

7. Individuals who are actively engaged in a public safety role while in the buildings, 

such as law enforcement, firefighters, and emergency medical personnel, are 

exempted from this order.   

8. Individuals who are receiving a personal service and the temporary removal of 

the facial covering is necessary to perform the service are exempted from this 

order. 

9. Individuals whose temporary removal of a facial covering is deemed necessary to 

perform any function or service provided by probation are exempted from this 

order.  
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10. Persons participating in evidence collection under the direction of law 

enforcement or a probation officer in court or probation buildings are permitted 

to temporarily remove facial coverings during the collection process.   

11. Individuals who are hearing impaired or otherwise disabled or who are 

communicating with someone who is hearing impaired or otherwise disabled and 

where the ability to see the mouth is essential to communication, are exempted 

from this order. 

12. Employees may temporarily remove facial coverings when it is determined that 

wearing a facial covering is preventing effective communication. One example is 

when an employee is speaking on the telephone and the person speaking with the 

employee is unable to clearly hear or understand what is being said because of the 

employee’s use of a facial covering.  Employees should inquire of those who the 

employee is communicating with whether the person is able to hear and 

understand the employee when the employee is wearing a facial covering.   

13. Employees may remove facial coverings when eating or drinking, as many 

employees take their breaks at the office. Persons should maintain six feet or more 

of social distancing when sharing spaces within the building used by employees 

for breaks.  

14. Individuals who are asked to temporarily remove their facial covering for 

purposes of identification are exempted from this order.   

15. Individuals who are asked to temporarily remove their facial coverings, as deemed 

necessary by a judicial officer to protect constitutional or statutory rights, or as 

determined to be necessary to ensure that an accurate record of the proceedings 

are made, are exempted from this order. 

16. A judicial officer is not required to wear a facial covering when conducting court 

proceedings through remote means, such as telephone or video, when all others 

participating in the proceeding are also appearing remotely and at least six feet of 

social distancing can be maintained with other court employees in the courtroom.  
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If there are other persons appearing in the courtroom, the judicial officer should 

wear a facial covering unless the judicial officer determines that it is necessary for 

the judicial officer to not wear a facial covering to ensure that an accurate record 

is made or to protect constitutional or statutory rights of anyone involved in the 

proceeding.    

The provisions of this Administrative Order shall expire at midnight on August 15, 2020, 

unless extended or modified by this Court through separate order.  

SO ORDERED this 19th day of July, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  

        

       ________________________ 

       EMILY E. ANDERSON  

       Chief Judge 17th Judicial District  


