
Tenth Judicial District, County of Pueblo, State of Colorado   

    

Fifth Amended Administrative Order                     20 - 02  

   

  
  

 Due to the public health risk posed by COVID-19 and information made available by the Centers for Disease 

Control, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Pueblo County Department of Health and 

Environment, Orders issued by Chief Justice Nathan Coats, and Executive Orders issued by Colorado Governor 

Jared Polis recommending or requiring active steps to slow the spread of the disease, the 10th Judicial District 

has limited or modified the manner in which it performs its statutory and constitutional functions.  

  

 Pursuant to authority granted in Chief Justice Directive 95-01 and the directives in Chief Justice Coats’ Orders 

dated March 16, 2020, March 20, 2020, April 16, 2020, and May 5, 2020, June 15, 2020, and July 24, 2020, it is 

hereby ORDERED:  

  

1.  Judicial Building Operations:  The judicial building will be open to the public from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

and the Clerk’s office will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Judicial Building may continue to operate 

with reduced staffing onsite as coordinated by the Court Executive and Clerk of Court, with approval by the 

Chief Judge.  

 

2. Filings:  During operating hours, paper filings will be accepted by mail or by placement in a public drop box. 

There may be significant delay in processing paper filings not related to public safety matters due to potential 

staffing level reductions.    

  

3. Limitations on Hearings:  

  

a. Judicial officers have discretion to determine whether public safety matters shall occur in-person or 

remotely. A proceeding may be conducted by remote means using a telephone, video, WebEx, or 

other electronic means.   

b. The Court will continue to conduct hearings on public safety matters which include the following:  

 

i. Petitions for temporary civil protection orders and permanent protection orders hearings; 

ii. Petitions for temporary emergency risk protection orders and hearings on emergency risk 

protection orders;  

iii. Crim.P. Rule 5 advisement for incarcerated persons and initial setting of bail; 

iv. Revocation hearings on complaints to revoke probation involving incarcerated defendants; 

v. Proceedings necessary to protect the constitutional rights of criminal defendants including 

bond-related matters and plea agreements for incarcerated individuals; 

vi. Detention hearings for juvenile delinquency cases;  

vii. Shelter hearings in dependency and neglect cases or other juvenile proceedings; 

viii. Petitions for appointment of an emergency guardian and/or special conservator;  

ix. Hearings on motions to restrict parenting time and parental abduction prevention;  

x. Emergency mental health proceedings;  

xi. Claims of exemption from garnishment or other collection actions;  



xii. Removal of unauthorized persons under Article 40.1 of Title. 13.; and 

xiii.  Other proceedings deemed necessary by the presiding judge, in consultation with the Chief 

Judge, to prevent a substantial risk of imminent financial hardship, or imminent risk to the 

health, safety or welfare of an individual or members of the community.  

  

c. Effective May 4, 2020, judicial officers, in their discretion and as judicial resources allow, may hear 

other limited in-person proceedings, subject to the conditions set forth in section 4 below. Judges are 

required to proceed with such matters, except where it is not reasonable or possible to do so, by 

telephone or through WebEx.  

  

4. Guidelines for Remote Proceedings and Limited In-Person Proceedings:    

  

a. Judicial officers shall require all unrelated people in the courtroom to be at least 6 feet apart from 

each other and to wear a mask. Judicial officers may allow temporary lowering or removal of face 

masks or coverings. 

b. Judicial officers shall not allow more than 50% of the maximum legal occupancy of the courtroom, 

or fifty people in their courtroom, whichever is less, at any time.  

c. After every courtroom proceeding, court staff shall ensure the courtroom is sanitized by wiping down 

counsel tables, the podium and microphone, the witness stand and microphone. 

d. Employees are required to wear masks when they are in the courtroom while it is occupied by others. 

e.  Everyone entering the judicial building who is not subject to an exemption from the Governor’s 

Executive Order D 2020 -138 shall wear facial coverings. The Court will provide a facial covering to 

any visitor, witness or attorney who did not bring one. 

f. Judicial officers are encouraged to wear a mask in the courtroom at all times during in person 

appearances, subject to the exemption set forth in Section II. M. 8. of the Governor’s Executive Order 

D 2020 138 allowing the removal of masks or facial coverings while speaking. 

g. No judicial officer shall require the in-person attendance of any “vulnerable individuals” without 

prior permission of the Chief Judge.  As defined by the Governor’s Executive Order D 2020 044 

“vulnerable individuals” are:  

 

i. Individuals who are 65 years or older;. 

ii.  Individuals with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma; 

iii. Individuals who have serious heart conditions; 

iv. Individuals who are immunocompromised;  

v. Pregnant women; and  

vi. Individuals determined to be high risk by a licensed healthcare provider.  

      

    “Vulnerable individuals” does not include any in-custody criminal defendant.  

  

5.  Jury Calls and Trials:   On July 24, 2020, Chief Justice Coats issued Updated Order Regarding Covid 19 and 

Operations of State Courts. This Order provides that the Chief Judge of each judicial district shall determine 

if a jury pool can be safely assembled consistent with applicable executive orders and health directives. Prior 

to this Order, the Judges of the 10th Judicial District, after considering all available information and having 

consulted with health experts and stakeholders, had developed a jury trial plan that was approved by the 

Chief Justice.  



By this Order, all jury calls for civil trials scheduled through September 27, 2020 are cancelled. Attorneys and 

parties scheduled for a civil jury trial between the date of this Order and September 27, 2020, if they have 

not already been contacted by the court, shall contact the division where the case is assigned to select a new 

trial date.  Unless directed otherwise, all other attorneys and parties scheduled for a jury trial shall appear 

before the Court on the first day of the scheduled trial, to address further proceedings.   

 

Due to the social distancing and other safety precautions that need to be taken for jurors, only a limited 

number of jurors can be summoned at one time. At this time, it is anticipated that only two jury trials may 

commence on the same day. When multiple trials are scheduled to commence at the same time, the judges 

shall confer with the Chief Judge to determine the priority of the cases to be tried. Decisions regarding 

priority will be made considering the following factors: 

 

a. Whether the trials are criminal or civil cases; 

b. Whether the defendant in a criminal case is in custody or has been released on bond; 

c. The nature of the case, including community safety issues and, in the case of criminal 

offenses, the age of the case, speedy trial considerations, the level of the offense(s) charged, 

whether any of the charges involve the Victim’s Rights Amendment, as well as potential 

penalties in each case; 

d. Any other relevant factual or legal circumstance existing in the respective cases; and 

e. The public interest in completing one case prior to another. 

 

The judges in the 10th Judicial District will continue to evaluate whether the number of trials can be safely 

increased or whether available health data and trends requires the postponement of jury calls for public 

safety reasons. 

  

6. Public Entry:  Anyone entering the building is required to submit to health screening conducted by the 

Pueblo County Sheriff’s Office and is required to wear a mask or facial covering. Anyone seeking entry to the 

Judicial Building who is experiencing, or appears to be experiencing a fever, cough, shortness of breath or 

other respiratory illness symptoms, will not be permitted to enter. Documentation of appearances for those 

scheduled to appear for court proceedings will be obtained. Anyone who is not permitted entry will either 

be given a new court date or will be directed to contact their attorney or probation officer for further 

information. Any party who is not represented, should contact the appropriate division or the clerk’s office 

to determine the status of their case.  

  

7. Miscellaneous Court Services:  The services listed below will be provided by telephone only for the duration 

of this order:  

  

a. Self-Help Center 

b. Collections 

c. Records 

d. Mediation  

e. Case Management Conferences  

 

8. Probation:   Probation clients shall be supervised in a modified manner as directed by the Chief Probation 

Officer. Services shall be provided by Webex and face to face as deemed appropriate.  Phone appointments 

maybe utilized when Webex is not available.   



 

 

The Chief Judge and Court Executive will continue to monitor available information and 

recommendations from the State Court Administrator’s Office and health organizations.  This Order may be 

revised or extended as deemed necessary.  

  

Date:  March 20, 2020, as amended August 13, 2020.  

  

            BY THE COURT:   

  

              
            __________________________________________  

            DEBORAH EYLER  

            CHIEF JUDGE  


