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The Honorable James B. Boyd 

 
  Administrative Order 22-04 

 
SUSPEND PANDEMIC JURY PLAN 

 

As reflected in prior Administrative Orders, the Ninth Judicial District has 

monitored, and adjusted to, changing circumstances related to the worldwide 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

After a suspension of jury trials for part of January and February 2022, the 

Ninth Judicial District resumed jury trials on February 14, 2022.  At the time, the 

latest surge of COVID-19 cases was receding.  Continuing trials were subject to the 

Pandemic Jury Plan that has been in place since August 2020.  Since the resumption 

of jury trials, the circumstances have continued to improve. 

As reported by the CDPHE, since March 8, 2022, the one-week incidence 

rate (cases per 100,000 population) in two of the Ninth District’s counties (Garfield 

and Rio Blanco) has remained in the lowest risk green.  In Pitkin county, the 

incidence rate has fluctuated among the risk levels green, blue and yellow; 
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regardless of level, the rate has been consistently dramatically lower than before.  

Similarly, the CDPHE “Dial’s” color-coded level of concern based on 

hospitalizations is currently stable in the blue lowest level of concern in Pitkin and 

Rio Blanco counties and has fluctuated in Pitkin County in the blue and yellow 

levels. 

No longer are there any health department mandates or specific 

recommendations that would limit court operations under the current health metrics 

in the Ninth District.  Due to these improved circumstances, pursuant to the 

authority granted in Chief Justice Directive 95-01 and Chief Justice Order dated 

July 24, 2020, the Ninth District’s Pandemic Jury Plan is suspended.  Jury trials 

may proceed in the manner deemed appropriate by the judicial officer presiding 

over each individual case.   

Though circumstances have improved, COVID-19 remains present in our 

communities, and new cases continue to occur.  Presiding judges may require 

health-based protocols (including masks, spacing and phased jury selection) in 

specific circumstances if they deem appropriate.   All persons are encouraged to 

make informed and safe decisions to mitigate risks to themselves and to others. 
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The pandemic has affected the scheduling of jury trials, created a backlog of 

jury trials, and strained judicial resources.  There will likely be some ongoing 

impacts that may include further rescheduling of upcoming jury trials.  In making 

such decisions, the Ninth District will continue to consider the Jury Trials Priority 

Schedule posted on the District’s website. 

The Ninth District will continue to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and 

may modify or reinstate prior protocols if changing circumstances warrant.  

Done on March 24, 2022. 

 

BY THE COURT 

 

_________________________________ 

Chief Judge, 9th Judicial District 


