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Courtroom:

Initial Courtroom Decorum Order (C-2)

Due to the heightened public interest in this case, the Court wishes to ensure that the proceedings in this case, and all court
proceedings held in the La Plata County Courthouse (hereinafter the "LPCC"), are conducted in an orderly and dignified
manner without any undue disruption. The Court is therefore entering this initial court decorum order to avoid unnecessary
disruptions to the various courtrooms and offices located in the LPCC.
Throughout all proceedings in this case, the Court orders:
1. With the exceptions listed below, no persons shall enter the courtroom (including any overflow room that is being provided
with a live audio and video feed of any court proceedings) wherein any proceedings in this case are being conducted with
any electronic devices, including, but not limited to, computers, cameras, cell phones, video phones, tape recorders, iPads,
or other recording or transmitting devices. This provision shall not apply to employees of the court or the La Plata County
Sheriff’s Office or to other law enforcement personnel in the LPCC for law enforcement purposes. Nothing in this Order shall
prohibit prosecution attorneys or defense counsel and their respective staffs from having these devices to the extent
necessary to further the prosecution or defense of the case, provided, however, that any communication and/or visual
recordings or transmission capabilities of such devices shall be turned off and not used except by specific permission of the
Court. If requested, the Court shall consider the granting of expanded media coverage for appropriate hearings.
2. No interviews shall be conducted within the courthouse. This provision does not restrict any member of the public or press
from making inquiries of court personnel regarding the scheduling of proceedings, the filing of papers with the court, or
requesting any other information in the public record concerning this case.
3. The media and members of the public may capture images of persons as they come and go from the courthouse, except
those persons known or identified to be summoned or selected jurors may not have their images captured. Selected jurors
will be given a juror badge, and any such person displaying the badge shall not have his or her image captured. Any
summoned juror who displays a jury summons upon entrance to the courthouse shall not have his or her image captured. If
an image of a person is captured before that person is determined to be a summoned or selected juror, his or her image
shall not be displayed, distributed, or identified as a juror.
4. At all times there shall be clear passage and entry into the courthouse for all persons who conduct business with the court.
There shall be no obstructions to clear passage through the public hallways in the LPCC. At all times there shall be clear
passage and entry for sheriff’s and other emergency vehicles through the parking lots, entrances, and roadways leading to
and from the LPCC.
5. No member of the public or media shall conduct or attempt to conduct any interview of any party (including the defendant),
designated witnesses, or attorneys engaged in the case within the courthouse. Persons known or identified to be summoned
or selected jurors shall not be approached, contacted, questioned, interviewed, or harassed, whether on or off the premises
of the LPCC, about their prospective service, qualifications, opinions, or any other matter concerning this case until such time
as the summoned or selected jurors have been discharged from jury service.
6. No structures or other facilities, whether placed for a single proceeding or intended to remain in place until the conclusion
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of this matter, shall be erected, and no tents, chairs, tables, and similar items shall be placed on the public grounds of the
LPCC or the parking lot or any property belonging to La Plata County except as approved and permitted by the La Plata
County Sheriff’s Office and Court Administrator, or, if appropriate, the La Plata County manager. Any such permitted
structure or facilities which are intended for use as listening or viewing structures or facilities must meet the requirements
imposed by the Court as to the transmission of any video or audio feed. Any conduct not otherwise approved and which may
damage or destroy existing lawn, pavement, or landscaping is prohibited.
7. Except for emergencies, all members of the public and media in the courtroom shall be seated before the court session
begins. No admittance to the courtroom will be permitted while court is in session.
8. All members of the public and media must remain quiet and may not comment on the proceedings or engage in any
disruptive behavior in the courtroom.
9. Any violation of the foregoing, and any other conduct which the Court finds disruptive to the proceedings, may result in an
order of temporary or permanent exclusion from the proceedings and/or other legal sanctions, including Contempt of Court.
Issue Date: 7/25/2017

JEFFREY RAYMOND WILSON
District Court Judge
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