
Probation 
 
Adjudication:  Refers to a juvenile case indicating that the charges have been proven or 

the juvenile has pled guilty to committing a delinquent act.  The 
equivalent for adult offenders is “conviction.” 

 
Absconsion: Refers to probationers who become fugitives and are no longer compliant 

with probation supervision.  
 
Change of Venue: Occurs when a delinquent juvenile has been transferred from one 

Colorado judicial district, where the offense occurred, to another one 
where the juvenile will receive supervision. Changes of venue typically 
occur because the juvenile resides in a jurisdiction other than where the 
offense took place.  

 
Client Risk Level: Probation offenders are classified using a risk instrument.  The 

instrument used with adults is the LSI (Level of Supervision Inventory) 
and the juvenile instrument is the CYO- LSI (Colorado Young Offender 
Level of Services Inventory).  These instruments determine the level of 
supervision for an offender (e.g. Maximum, Medium, and Minimum). 

 
Courtesy Supervision: Occurs when an adult offender has received a probation sentence in one 

Colorado judicial district but will be supervised by the probation 
department in another Colorado judicial district because they reside in 
that jurisdiction. 

 
Community Corrections: A community-based sentence that is more restricted than probation 

supervision but less restrictive than a secure facility. A community 
corrections sentence typically includes both a residential and non-
residential component with supervision from a case worker. Because 
probation maintains jurisdiction over offenders sentenced to community 
corrections, they are also monitored by a probation officer. 

  
 
Deferred Judgment and  
Sentence/Adjudication: Refers to a case status in which the offender, (adult or juvenile) has 

entered a plea of guilty and, through an agreement with the district 
attorney and consent of the court, the case is continued for a set period of 
time.  The offender is usually supervised by probation and upon 
successful completion of the deferred judgment the case is dismissed.  

 
Intake: The initial process for setting up the supervision of probationers in the 

absence of pre-sentence investigation. The intake process typically 
entails a review of the Terms and Conditions of the probation sentence, 
an assessment of risk and needs, and initial referral for services.  

 
Interstate: Refers to offenders who have committed crimes in other states but reside 

in Colorado.  These offenders apply to have their supervision transferred 
to Colorado and are screened by the Intestate Compact Office prior to 
acceptance of supervision.  

 



Length of Stay: The period of time an offender is on probation supervision. 
 
Pre-Sentence Investigation: An investigative process conducted by probation officers prior to 

sentencing on a criminal offense. The information (e.g. risk for re-
offense, service needs, criminal, social, education and substance abuse 
history, impact of the offense on victim(s) etc.) gathered during a pre-
sentence investigation is used to inform sentencing decisions and 
supervision strategies.   

 
Revocation: The withdrawal of a probation sentence due to a new misdemeanor or 

felony offense or a technical violation of the Terms and Conditions of the 
probation sentence. Following a revocation of probation, the offender is 
re-sentenced by the court.  

 
Success: Successful terminations represent those offenders who completed the 

Terms and Conditions of their probation sentence and the length of their 
sentence has expired.  

 
Technical Violation: Occurs when a probationer has been non-compliant with the Term(s) and 

Condition(s) of the probation sentence (e.g. drug use, missed 
appointments). 

 
Spousal Assault Risk  
Assessment:  An instrument used with domestic violence offenders to assess the risk of 

assault. 
 


