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Chronology of ballot initiative appeals lodged in Colorado Supreme Court
Timetables for 2004 and 2006 general election challenges
The Colorado Judicial Branch has charted the time spent by the Colorado Supreme Court
on appeals resulting from decisions issued by the Colorado Ballot Title Setting Board for the
2004 and 2006 general elections. The complete chart, itemized by initiative, is provided on page
3 here. This information will be referenced in public discussions during the next few days so we
are providing the full chart here for your full information.
Highlights of information on the chart include:
•

The court usually rules within eight days after all briefs are received in ballot initiative
appeals. However, this statistic applies only to appeals in which no written opinions are
required. If the court overturns a decision of the title setting board, state law requires it to
issue a written opinion.

•

Cases requiring written opinions require more time. In such cases during the last two
election cycles, the Colorado Supreme Court has issued the required written opinions
within 25 to 60 days.

•

When there is a dissenting opinion, even more time is required. In the three ballot
initiative appeals in the last two election cycles where there were dissenting opinions, the
rulings were issued within 54 to 60 days after all briefs were received.
By law, proponents have an 18 month window to seek and obtain ballot titles for their

initiatives. All three branches of government are involved in the process.
The role of the Colorado Supreme Court in the process is to consider and rule on appeals
of decisions of the title setting board. The court’s role is defined by Colorado statute.

Originally, state law allowed challenges based on clarity or fairness of a title set by the
Title Board. In 1994, voters passed a referendum that required all initiatives or referenda to be
confined to one subject (the single subject requirement). This became an additional criterion for
title challenge.
State law does not allow the Colorado Supreme Court discretion in reviewing appeals of
title board decisions. The court must consider and decide each ballot title appeal.
More information about Colorado’s ballot initiative process is available on the Colorado
Judicial Branch website at http://www.courts.state.co.us/exec/pubed/initiatives/generalinfo.htm,
including:
•

A list of ballot initiatives appealed to the Colorado Supreme Court in 2006, with
complete court documents in each appeal.

•

A link to the Colorado Secretary of State’s website list of initiatives that have not been
challenged before the Colorado Supreme Court.

•

A link to the Colorado Legislative Council’s website explanation of steps in the initiative
process; and

•

Highlights of the initiative process in Colorado since the enabling constitutional
amendment was passed in 1910.

This information is provided as an e-mail service of the Colorado Judicial Department,, Office of State Court Administrator, 1301 Pennsylvania
Street, Suite 300, Denver, Colo. 80203. To discontinue this service or update your e-mail address, please respond to this message with your
name, contact information and any comments.

