
MEMORANDUM	

To:  Chief’s Commission on the Legal Profession 

From:  Working Group D 

Date:  November 25, 2011 

Subject:  Projects for Improving Access to Justice 
 

Working  Group  D  has  focused  its  efforts  on  access  to  justice,  with  the  aim  of 
improving both pro bono services and pro se resources.  These projects, explained more fully 
below, are: 

1. Seeking opportunities to promote CBA’s Make History Colorado campaign 

2. Contributing  to  the  access  to  justice  efforts  of  Colorado  Legal  Services,  the 
Colorado Access to Justice Commission, the CBA’s Access to Justice Local Support 
Committee, and others 

Promoting	CBA’s	Make	History	Colorado	Campaign	

Working  Group  D  received  a  presentation  about  the  Make  History  Colorado 
campaign, which was  launched  in October by  the Colorado Bar Association and  the Colorado 
Access  to  Justice  Commission.    The  program’s  goal  is  to  highlight  pro  bono  opportunities 
throughout  the  state and  to  link  lawyers  to  those opportunities.   The program also  seeks  to 
educate lawyers about historically significant cases that were done pro bono, and to encourage 
lawyers  to  take  a  pro  bono  case  and make  history  themselves.    A  short  video  about  the 
campaign can be found at www.makehistorycolorado.org, and will be shown at the Commission 
meeting. 

Working Group D  believes  the Make History  Colorado  campaign  is worthwhile  for 
several reasons: 

• It  appeals  to  lawyers’  ideals  about  pro  bono  services  and  furthers  the 
Commission’s goals of encouraging lawyers to do more pro bono and enhancing 
the public’s perception of lawyers and the legal system;. 

• It offers resources to help  lawyers  integrate pro bono services  into  their practice, 
such as links to Colo. R. Prof. Conduct Rule 6.1, to sample pro bono policies for law firms, 
to the Colorado Supreme Court pro bono initiative, and to the application for CLE credit 
for pro bono work; 

• It provides a single online location for information about pro bono opportunities 
throughout the state; and 

• It  has  the  organizational  support  of  the  Colorado  Bar  Association,  and  the 
institutional support of the Colorado Access to Justice Commission. 
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For these reasons, Working Group D would  like to pursue opportunities to promote 
the Make History Colorado campaign, such as sharing information about the campaign with the 
Commission and with the other Working Groups.  In this regard, David Stark would like to meet 
with members  of  the Colorado Access  to  Justice  Commission  and would  like  to  designate  a 
member  of Working  Group  D  to  directly  assist  the Make  History  Colorado  campaign  in  its 
efforts. 

Contributing	to	the	Access	to	Justice	Efforts	of	Well‐Established	Organizations	

Working  Group  D  has  gathered  information  from  Colorado  Legal  Services  and  the 
CBA’s Access  to  Justice Local Support Committee about  their efforts  in  the area of access  to 
justice.  As part of these efforts, Mimi Tsankov met with Jonathan Asher, Executive Director of 
Colorado Legal Services.   Judge Tsankov then prepared and provided Working Group D with a 
memorandum detailing her research and findings.  That memorandum is attached here.  Much 
of  this  information  concerns  pro  bono  opportunities  available  to  lawyers,  and  thus  overlaps 
with the information gathered on the Make History Colorado website. 

Judge Tsankov also participated  in a  telephone conference with  the CBA’s Access  to 
Justice Local Support Committee.   That telephone conference concerned the online resources 
available on the CBA’s website.   Through Judge Tsankov’s  investigation, Working Group D has 
learned that  local access to  justice committees are concerned with the availability of not only 
pro bono legal services but also developing those resources for pro se parties.  Working Group D 
is particularly interested in efforts such as the development of self‐help resource centers in the 
courthouses and efforts to train public  library staff about the self‐help forms available on the 
Colorado Supreme Court website. 

Next	Steps	to	Improving	Both	Pro	Bono	Services	and	Pro	Se	Resources	

Working Group D  is just beginning  its  involvement with Making History Colorado and 
these access to  justice organizations, and  its next steps  include meeting with members of the 
Colorado Access to Justice Committee and several local access to justice committees to improve 
both pro bono services and pro se resources. 
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A Colorado pro bono campaign.

history
make someone’s

www.MakeHistoryColorado.org

Only you can.
history m

ak
e

STATEWIDE PROGRAMS

Asian Pacific Development Center 
The Asian Pacific Development Center pro-
vides a variety of human services to the Asian 
Pacific population in Colorado. They need 
volunteer attorneys who can assist clients 
with the following types of legal matters: 
Domestic Violence, Divorce , Child Cus-
tody, Immigration Issues (visas, removal is-
sues, etc.), Civil Disputes (traffic accidents, 
violations, etc.), Work Injury and Worker’s 
Compensation Benefits, Social Security Ben-
efits (SSI or SSDI related issues), Housing 
Discrimination, and Criminal Defense. For 
more information, call (303) 365-2959. 

Colorado Asian Health Education 
and Promotion 
CAHEP focuses on providing health care ser-
vices to members of Colorado’s Asian commu-
nity. Often these groups involve low income, 
elderly people from a variety of ethnic groups. 
CAHEP is seeking volunteer attorneys who 
may be able to assist clients in securing ben-
efits. Call (303) 954-0058, or visit website 
www.cahep.org.

Colorado Lawyers Committee 
CLC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan consor-
tium of 50 Denver-area law firms that do 
high impact pro bono work. The Committee 
needs attorneys to advocate, negotiate and 
litigate for children, indigent, and other dis-
advantaged communities. To volunteer, visit 
www.coloradolawyerscommittee.org or e-
mail info@coloradolawyerscommittee.org.  

Colorado Lawyers for the Arts
CoLA’s mission is to help artists and arts 
organizations succeed on their own creative 
abilities so that success or failure does not 
hinge on legal pitfalls. For more information 
email info@coloradolawyersforthearts.org or 
visit www.coloradolawyersforthearts.org. 

Colorado Legal Services  
CLS provides legal advice and representa-
tion to low income eligible persons and se-
niors in civil matters throughout the state. 
Visit www.ColoradoLegalServices.org or 
call one of the satellite offices. 

• Alamosa (Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla,  
   Mineral, Rio Grande, Saguache) 
   (719) 589-4993 
• Boulder (303) 449-7575 
• Colorado Springs (719) 471-0380 
• Denver (Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, 
   Denver, Douglas, Elbert, Jefferson, 
   Clear Creek, Gilpin) (303) 837-1313 
• Durango (Archuleta, Dolores, Hinsdale, 
   La Plata, Montezuma, Ouray, San Juan, 

   San Miguel) (888) 298-8483 
• Fort Collins (Larimer, Logan, Phillips, 
   Sedgwick) (970) 493-2891 
• Frisco (Pitkin, Summit) (800) 521-6968
• Grand Junction (Delta, Garfield, Mesa, 
   Montrose) (970) 243-7817 
• Greeley (Morgan, Washington, Weld, 
   Yuma) (970) 353-7554 
• Hayden (Grand, Jackson, Moffat, Rio 
   Blanco, Routt) (800) 521-6968 
• La Junta (Baca, Bent, Cheyenne, 
   Crowley, Huerfano, Kiowa, Kit Carson, 
   Las Animas, Otero, Prowers) 
   (888) 805-5152 
• Leadville (Eagle, Lake) (800) 521-6968 
• Pueblo (Pueblo, Custer, Fremont) 
   (719) 545-6708 
• Salida (Chafee, Custer, Fremont, Park) 
   (719) 539-4251 
• Migrant Farm Worker Division (all 
   counties) (800) 864-4330 

Colorado Nonprofit 
Pro Bono Legal Group 
The Legal Group hopes to create a mechanism 
for lawyers (primarily transactional lawyers) to 
provide pro bono assistance to Colorado non-
profits which require pro bono legal assistance. 
For more information email the Chair of the 
Planning Committee, Peter Schwartz at Davis 
Graham & Stubbs, peter.schwartz@dgslaw.
com, or call (303) 892-7381. 

Colorado Organization 
for Victims’ Assistance 
COVA has a new legal program that will 
offer pro bono assistance to enforce victims’ 
rights. COVA will train attorneys who want 
to be involved in this type of work. The cas-
es will provide opportunities to litigate new 
legal questions because there is not much 
case law in Colorado pertaining to victim’s 
rights. For more information call 303) 861-
1160. www.coloradocrimevictims.org. 

The Legal Center for People 
with Disabilities and Older People 
The Legal Center’s primary goal is to open 
up the legal system to those who would 
otherwise be unable to voice their needs 
because of the complexity of the service 
bureaucracy, their disability or because they 
are unable to act on their own behalf. Call 
(303) 722-0300 or www.thelegalcenter.org.

Local Access to Justice Committees 
Judicial Districts have formed Local Access 
to Justice Committees to provide targeted 
legal assistance to its residents. To view pro 
bono opportunities coordinated by these lo-
cal committees, see www.coloradojustice.org, 
then click on Local ATJ Committees.

Longmont Ending 
Domestic Violence Initiative 
LEVI is a coalition of 23 agencies in the 
Longmont and Boulder area that deals with 
domestic violence issues. LEVI puts volun-
teer attorneys in touch with indigent clients 
who need legal representation. For more 
information call (303) 774-4534 or visit 
www.longmontdomesticviolence.org. 

Rocky Mountain Immigrant 
Advocacy Network 
RMIAN is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing legal information 
and representation to non-citizens detained 
by the Department of Homeland Security 
and lacking access to legal counsel. RMIAN 
seeks volunteer attorneys to represent 
non-citizen men, women, and children in 
immigration removal proceedings. Each 
volunteer attorney will be provided with 
an experienced immigration practitioner 
to serve as a mentor for the case. For more 
information please call (303) 433-2812 or 
visit www.rmian.org. 

Seniors Inc. 
This group is looking for attorneys to serve 
as volunteer coaches. A Coach is an expert 
in an area of interest to seniors, such as re-
verse mortgages, financial planning, estate 
planning, long-term care, etc. Seniors Inc. 
has a particular need for volunteer attorneys 
who could advise clients, 95% of whom 
are low income, with estate planning issues 
such as writing wills, POAs, or other legal 
issues such as tenant rights, property rights 
and fraud. Call (303) 300-6900 or visit 
www.seniorsinc.org. 

Pro Bono Opportunities
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DENVER METRO AREA 

Denver Bar Association Clinics 
For more information, 
contact cgravit@cobar.org.

Legal Night at Mi Casa
(303) 573-1302 
www.micasadenver.org 
360 Acoma
Third Tuesday
5:30–7 p.m. 
Attorneys needed to provide information, 
and make referrals to appropriate agencies, 
in areas of immigration, credit, housing, 
landlord/tenant issues, employment 
and family law. Spanish interpreters are 
available. 

El Centro de San Juan Diego
(303) 295-9470
2830 Lawrence St.
First Wednesday
5:30–7 p.m. 
Volunteer attorneys provide information 
and advice in credit, housing, landlord ten-
ant, employment and family law. Attorneys 
provide referrals to appropriate agencies. 

Bankruptcy Clinic 
(303) 860-1115
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
721 19th St., Rm. 125 
Second Tuesday and Fourth Wednesday 
1:30–3 p.m. 
Attorneys review bankruptcy process and 
forms, including how bankruptcy can elimi-
nate debts, difference between Chapter 7 
and Chapter 13, effect on credit ratings, and 
forms required for filing; also address issues 
relating to creditor harassment and contacts 
by collection agents. 

Small Claims Clinic 
(303) 860-1115
City and County Building
1437 Bannck St., Room 117
Third Tuesday 
11 a.m. –1 p.m. 
Informational clinics on filing small claims 
cases and collecting on judgments. 

Collections Clinic 
(303) 860-1115
City and County Building
1437 Bannck St., Room 117
Third Thursday 
11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Informational clinics on filing small claims 
cases and collecting on judgments. 

Doing Your Own Divorce Clinics
(303) 860-1115
City and County Building
1437 Bannock St. 
Third Wednesday 
Noon–1:30 p.m.

Jefferson County 
100 Jefferson County Pkwy, Golden
Second Wednesday 
Noon–1:30 p.m.

Family Law Legal Clinic 
(303) 860-1115
Division of Workforce Development
1200 Federal Blvd, Rm. 1018 
Third Tuesday
5:30–7 p.m.
Informational clinics providing overview of 
divorce process, including procedures and 
forms, child custody, child support, mainte-
nance and property division. 

OTHER METRO AREA OPPORTUNITIES

Lawline 9 at KUSA-TV Channel 9 
(303) 860-1115
500 Speer Blvd.
Wednesdays 
4–5:15 p.m. and 5:15–6:30 p.m.
Call-in program. Answer general legal ques-
tions and provide legal information and re-
ferrals to other community legal resources. 
Weekly Topics vary and legal resource infor-
mation provided. 

El Centro Humanitario 
ECH seeks attorneys for its wage claim pro-
gram, Denver’s first day laborer organization 
that protects the rights of vulnerable day la-
borer populations through an employment 
program, a legal program, and other educa-
tional programs. For more information call 
(303) 292-4115. 

Family Tree Women in Crisis 
Family Tree serves victims of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking. This or-
ganization needs attorneys for its free legal 
clinic in Wheat Ridge, which is held the 
first and third Wednesday of every month at 
7p.m. for about 2.5 hours. The clinic deals 
with do-it-yourself divorce as well as custody 
issues. Family Tree is also looking for volun-
teer attorneys to take individual cases often 
involving post-decree issues. Call (303) 420-
0412 or visit www.thefamilytree.org. 

First Judicial District Bar Association 
Legal Assistance Program 
This program provides free and low-cost le-
gal information, advice, and representation 
to senior citizens 55 and older residing in 
Jefferson and Gilpin counties. Call (303) 
216-0851 for more information. 

Metro Volunteer Lawyers 
MVL needs attorneys to assist low income 
residents in a seven county metropolitan 
Denver area. Cases include domestic rela-
tions, divorce, parental rights, bankruptcy, 
landlord-tenant. MVL also conducts family 
law and pro se divorce workshops. For more 
information call (303) 866-9378 or visit 
www.metrovolunteerlawyers.org. 

Project Safeguard 
Project Safeguard needs family law attor-
neys for domestic violence victims seeking 
permanent civil protection orders and disso-
lution of marriage or allocation of parental 
responsibilities. Project Safeguard provides 
all the appropriate forms. For more infor-
mation call (303) 863-¬7416, or email cli-
entservices@projectsafeguard.org, or visit 
psafeguard.qwestoffice.net.

Rocky Mountain Survivors’ Center  
RMSC is a non-profit organization that 
works with survivors of torture and war 
trauma. The group needs volunteer attor-
neys to work with refugees seeking asylum. 
RMSC recruits, trains and mentors volun-
teer attorneys and law students. For more 
information, call (303) 321-3221. 

COLORADO OUTSIDE 
DENVER METRO AREA 

Alpine Legal Services, Inc. 
Pro Bono Program 
ALS is a full service legal aid office 
providing information and referrals, pro 
bono attorneys, legal information rights, do-
it-yourself divorce class, landlord-tenant, 
elder law, and emergency assistance for 
victims of domestic violence. ALS serves 
Garfield, Pitkin and Eagle counties. Call 
(970) 945-8858, (970) 920-2828, or visit 
www.alpinelegalservices.com. 

Alternative Horizons 
Alternative Horizons needs attorneys in the 
Durango area to provide legal representation 
to people experiencing domestic violence in 
divorce, child custody, and post decree cases. 
We offer a 24 hour hotline to support domes-
tic violence survivors, protection orders, pro 
se divorce clinics, court advocacy for victims 
involved in criminal cases, support groups in 
English and Spanish. Visit www.alternative-
horizons.org or call (970) 247-4374. 

Catholic Charities 
Catholic Charities is in need of volunteer 
attorneys to represent indigent clients on 
immigration matters in Eagle, Vail, Garfield 
and Pitkin counties. For more information, 
call (970) 384-2060. 

Delta County Bar Association 
Pro Bono Clinic 
The Delta County Bar Association Pro Bono 
clinic assists indigent applicants with civil 
legal needs through referral to volunteer at-
torneys. For more information or to volun-
teer, call (970) 874-2101. 

El Paso County Pro Bono Project 
The pro bono project is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that assists indigent applicants with civil 
legal needs through referral to volunteer attor-
neys. Volunteer attorneys provide access to jus-
tice by advising or representing qualified resi-
dents in civil cases, and assisting with clinics 
and workshops. Call (719) 471-0380, ext 121. 

Larimer County Bar Association 
Pro Bono Program 
The Pro Bono program needs attorneys to 
assist low income individuals who are finan-
cially over-qualified for Colorado Legal Aid, 
but who are still within the federal poverty 
guidelines and unable to afford legal repre-
sentation. For more information call (970) 
402-2075 or visit www.cobar.org/index.
cfm/ID/1596/larime/Pro-Bono-Program. 

Mesa County Pro Bono Project 
The Mesa County Pro Bono Project is a 
non-profit organization that assists indigent 
applicants with civil legal needs through 
referral to volunteer attorneys. Volunteer 
attorneys provide equal access to justice by 
advising or representing qualified residents 
in civil cases, and assisting with clinics and 
workshops. For more information call (970) 
243-7940, ext. 108. 

Northwest Colorado Legal Services 
NWCLS has several state offices. Please con-
tact the office nearest your location to in-
quire about pro bono opportunities: 
 • Frisco, counties served, Clear Creek, 
    Pitkin, Summit, contact Patricia Craig, 
    PO Box 2694, Frisco (970) 668-9612 or 
   (800) 521-6968 
 • Gunnison, county served, Gunnison, 
    contact Candace Sparks, PO Box 963, 
    Gunnison (970) 641-3023 or 
    (800) 521-6968 
 • Hayden, counties served, Grand, Jackson, 
    Moffat, Rio Blanco, Routt, contact Sherri 
    Ferree, PO Box 1555, Hayden (970) 
    276-2161 or (800) 521-6968 
 • Leadville, counties served, Eagle, Lake, 
    contact Lea Ann Martinez, PO Box 1904, 
    Leadville (970) 486-3238 or (800) 521-6968 

Pueblo County Bar Pro Bono Project 
Volunteer attorneys participate in Lawyer 
Night, Ask-A-Lawyer, Clinics, and Radio-
TV presentations on legal issues. Actual cas-
es are referred to Colorado Legal Services. 
For more information call (719) 553-2553. 

San Luis Valley Pro Bono Project 
The Pro Bono project assists indigent appli-
cants with civil legal needs through referral 
to volunteer attorneys. The pro bono project 
serves Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, 
Rio Grande, and Saguache counties. Volun-
teer attorneys provide equal access to justice 
by advising or representing qualified resi-
dents in civil cases. For more information, 
call (719) 589-6534. 

Southwest Bar 
Volunteer Legal Aid, Inc. 
SWBVLA is located in the Durango office 
of Colorado Legal Services (CLS). There is 
an ongoing need for attorneys to provide 
advisory and direct client services in the ar-
eas of family, employment, consumer, hous-
ing, elder, public benefits and probate law. 
SWBVLA serves La Plata, San Juan, and 
Archuleta counties as well as Southern Ute, 
and Ute Mountain Ute reservations. Call 
(888) 298-8483.

Uncompahgre Volunteer Legal Aid 
UVLA refers pro bono cases in Montrose, 
Ouray, and San Miguel counties, as well 
as referring pro bono for senior citizens in 
Delta, Gunnison and Hinsdale counties. It 
needs attorneys to provide ongoing consul-
tations, representations, and mediations in 
civil matters for low income eligible individ-
uals. UVLA also conducts a free legal advice 
night the second Thursday of each month 
at the Montrose County Justice Center. Call 
(970) 249-7202. 

Weld County Legal Services 
Volunteer attorneys provide equal access to 
justice by representing qualified residents in 
civil cases at no charge, teaching monthly 
do-it-yourself divorce clinics, and staffing 
the Call-A-Lawyer hotline. 915 10th Street, 
Greeley. For more information, call (970) 
351.7300, ext. 4514 

www.MakeHistoryColorado.org www.MakeHistoryColorado.org

Make History Colorado is a pro bono campaign led by the Colorado Bar Association and the 

Colorado Access to Justice Commission. Make History Colorado works to educate and link 

attorneys to resources and opportunities to provide pro bono legal services.
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A Colorado pro bono campaign.

www.MakeHistoryColorado.org

history
 let’s talk

Only you can.
history m

ak
e

Before
we talk
 Business,

“Sophisticated Country Lawyer” 
Clarence Darrow took on a school 
teacher’s case that would change the 
way faith and science are taught.
And, He Did It Pro Bono. 
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A Colorado pro bono campaign.

www.MakeHistoryColorado.org

history
 let’s talk

Only you can.
history m

ak
e

Before
we talk
 Business,

Civil rights champion Thurgood 
Marshall spent decades in the courts 
working to prove we were separate 
but unequal. In time, he prevailed. 
And, He Did It Pro Bono. 
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A Colorado pro bono campaign.

www.MakeHistoryColorado.org

history
 let’s talk

Only you can.
history m

ak
e

Before
we talk
 Business,

Abe Fortas’ representation led to the 
guarantee that all states would have 
to provide attorneys for criminal 
defendants who cannot afford one. 
And, He Did It Pro Bono. 
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BUS_RE\4150893.1 

CHIEF JUSTICE COMMISSION ON THE LEGAL PROFESSION 
WORKING GROUP A 

 
DECEMBER 1, 2011 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERS:  ASSOC. DEAN FRED CHEEVER, SARAH CLARK, PROF. ROBERTO CORRADA, 
CHARLES GARCIA, JUDGE NEIL GORSUCH, DEAN MARTIN KATZ, JUDGE MARCIA KRIEGER, 
DEAN WHITING LEARY, PROF. MICHAEL MASSEY, JUDGE JOHN MCGAHEY, JOHN MOSBY, 
JUDGE GILBERT ROMAN, PROF. ELI WALD, DEAN PHIL WEISER, PROF. MARIANNE WESSON,  
DEAN DANIEL VIGIL, DEAN WHITING LEARY, PROF. MELISSA HART,  
 
LORENZO TRUJILLO, CHAIR. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
REPORT AGENDA: 
1. ORIENTATION 2012  FOR THIS WE STAND   CU & DU 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND: 
NOV. 9 – FOR THIS WE STAND SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING TO PREPARE DETAILS, INCLUDING 
CONFIRMATION OF THE DATE OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 FOR THE JOINT LAW SCHOOL 
ORIENTATION. 
 
NOV. 11 – MEETING WITH DEAN WEISER, DEAN LEARY, PROF. HART, DEAN VIGIL, AND 
TRUJILLO REGARDING DETAILS OF THE JOINT ORIENTATION. 
 
NOV. 16 – WORKING GROUP A COMMITTEE MEETING TO FINALIZE DETAILS OF THE JOINT LAW 
SCHOOL ORIENTATION AND TO REVIEW THE STATUS OF CLE CREDIT FOR ATTORNEYS WHO 
TEACH LAW STUDENTS. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.  FALL 2012 JOINT LAW SCHOOL ORIENTATION 
 
PURPOSE:  TO PROVIDE NEW LAW STUDENTS WITH A FOUNDATION ADDRESSING THE FOLLOWING 
TOPIC AREAS: HISTORY OF THE PROFESSION, VALUES OF THE PROFESSION, THE RULE OF LAW, 
PROFESSIONALISM AND ETHICS AS A LAWYER, SERVICE, HONESTY, CIVILITY, AMONG OTHERS. 
 
 DATE:    SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 

LOCATION:   SEWALL BALLROOM AT THE DENVER CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS & FEDERAL AND STATE COURTHOUSES 

 PROPOSED AGENDA: DEAN DAN VIGIL 
 PROPOSED BUDGET: SARAH CLARK 
 
ACTION: REQUEST APPROVAL TO SEEK FUNDING AND IMPLEMENT THE FALL 2012 
ORIENTATION AS PRESENTED 
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For This We Stand  
Orientation for All First Year Law Students in Colorado 

September 22, 2012 

Proposed Orientation Schedule as of November 16, 2011 

9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Remarks by:  

Chief Justice Michael Bender (45 minutes) 

Dean Katz (10 minutes) 

Dean Weiser (10 minutes) 

Mark Fogg, CBA President  (10 minutes) 

10:15 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. Break 

10:25 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Professionalism and Ethics Session – New content to be 
prepared by Professor Hart, Professor Wald, and representatives of the Bar (Will 
consult with Mark Fogg on who will represent bar in this effort; suggestion was 
made that a lawyer with a relatively small number of years of experience be 
included) 

11:25 a.m. – 12:05 p.m. Judges Krieger and Carparelli (40 minutes)  

12:05 p.m. – 1:05 p.m.  Lunch (Tables of 10, 8 students, 1 judge and 1 lawyer)  

1:05 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. Travel Time  

1:35 p.m. – 2:35 p.m. Visit courts (students in groups of approximately 25, 
grouped with judge and lawyer facilitators; each student to visit one court, but 
with one federal and one state judge at each court)  

2:35 p.m. Program ends 
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DRAFT BUDGET 11‐28‐11

ITEM QTY or HOURS UNIT PRICE EXTENDED PRICE

Seawell Grand Ballroom Rental (8 
AM to 1 PM) 

1 $4,900.00 $4,900.00

Back Wall Draping (Black or White) 1 $400.00 $400.00

Video Package (projectors/screens) 2 $700.00 $1,400.00

IMAG Camera 1 $200.00 $200.00

Lectern with Microphone 1 $45.00 $45.00

Microphone  1 $45.00 $45.00

Video Switcher 1 $250.00 $250.00

Ballroom Technician Hours 
(Rigging, Sound, Lighting and 

Video)
27 $45.00 $1,215.00

Event Manager 6 $26.00 $156.00

Maintenance Fee (Event set up, 
strike and cleaning)

1 $150.00 $150.00

DISCOUNT ($3,000.00)

SUBTOTAL $5,761.00

DENVER CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS

September 22, 2012 Joint Orientation ‐ For This We Stand
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DRAFT BUDGET 11‐28‐11

ITEM QTY or HOURS UNIT PRICE EXTENDED PRICE

Tables 50 $10.00 $500.00

Chairs 500 $2.00 $1,000.00

Linens 60 $8.00 $480.00

Staging 1 $500.00 $500.00

SUBTOTAL $2,480.00

September 22, 2012 Joint Orientation ‐ For This We Stand

EVENT RENTS
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DRAFT BUDGET 11‐28‐11

ITEM QTY or HOURS UNIT PRICE EXTENDED PRICE

Coffee Stations 500 $5.00 $2,500.00

Box Lunches 500 $11.95 $5,975.00

SUBTOTAL $8,475.00

September 22, 2012 Joint Orientation ‐ For This We Stand

EPICURIAN CATERING
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DRAFT BUDGET 11‐28‐11

$5,761.00

$2,480.00

$8,475.00

$16,716.00

September 22, 2012 Joint Orientation ‐ For This We Stand

EVENT RENTS

EPICURIAN CATERING

TOTAL

TOTAL COSTS

DENVER CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS
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DRAFT BUDGET 11‐28‐11

Parking: $8‐$20 per car (paid for by attendees)

Courthouse Security ‐ State: None anticipated

Courthouse Security ‐ Federal: Unknown

September 22, 2012 Joint Orientation ‐ For This We Stand

OTHER POSSIBLE COSTS
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  Chief’s Commission on the Legal Profession 
From:  Working Group C 
Date:  November 28, 2011 
Subject: December 1, 2011 Commission Meeting 
 

1. Inns of Court 

On October 31, 2011, Working Group C met with representatives 
from Colorado’s Inns of Court.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
connect the Inns representatives in a formal way to foster 
collaboration and conversation about the continued vitality of 
Colorado’s Inns. 

On October 19 and November 16, 2011, Randy Bramer of the Doyle 
Inn hosted two new lawyer training sessions—first concerned 
depositions and the second, mediation.  Information about the 
trainings was circulated to all the Inns of Court through the Inn 
representatives that had previously met with Working Group C, and 
about 25 lawyers attended each training session.  Law clerks from 
the Court of Appeals law clerks were also invited and attended the 
training sessions.  The next session will be held in January. 

Next Steps: Working Group C hopes to facilitate the creation of an 
Inns of Court Executive Council to continue the conversation and 
collaboration among the Inns that has been started by Working 
Group C. 

2. Bench-Initiated Bar Activities 

Working Group C conducted a preliminary survey of current 
bench/bar activities that are initiated by judicial officers.  The 
results of the survey are attached. 

Next Steps: Working Group C will continue to solicit and collect 
responses concerning these activities. 
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3. Future Direction 

Working Group C anticipates continued investigation and future 
action in the following areas: 

• Identify and address impediments to judicial officer 
involvement in bar and community activities 

• Consider issues surrounding professionalism and decorum 
in the courtroom 

• Contact representatives from practice area entities and 
specialty bars 
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RESPONSES RECEIVED FROM CHIEF JUDGES 
BENCH/BAR ACTIVITY 

 
 

INTERACTION WITH ATTORNEYS 
 

 
In response to an inquiry about their judicial district’s 

interaction with attorneys, eight chief judges provided Working 
Group C with the following information: 
 

Annual bench/bar conferences: The most common way 
judges interact with attorneys is through an annual bench/bar 
conference, roundtable, or CLE event. 
 

1st J.D. There, the judges and the local bar association hold 
a “Judges’ Roundtable” each fall, with tables set up 
for Civil, Criminal, Juvenile, and Probate/Mental 
Health.  CLE credit is approved, and the meeting is 
packed. 

 
2nd J.D. The judges and the local bar association hold an 

annual “bench/bar retreat,” which is planned by 
both the judges and members of the bar.  The event 
is somewhat successful, with reasonably good 
attendance from the judges and attendance from 
the most active bar members. 

 
4th J.D. The local bar association hosts an annual 

bench/bar conference, and the topics generally 
involve what can be done to make the system work 
better.  There is good judicial attendance, but 
limited lawyer turnout. 

 
7th J.D. There are two bar associations in the 7th, the Delta 

Bar and the 7th J.D. Bar.  The 7th J.D. Bar uses a 
significant share of its funds to host an “Inn of 
Court” CLE and dinner that is offered free of charge 
to attendees.  The Delta Bar puts on a similar 
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educational and social program.  The judges often 
participate in these programs. 

 
12th J.D. Although there is no annual bench/bar CLE event, 

at times the judges in the 12th J.D. either arrange 
or prepare and present a CLE program for local 
attorneys.  The judges coordinate with the local bar 
association to send out invitations, usually by 
email.  The turnout is usually good. 

 
19th J.D. Recently, the chief judge arranged for and presented 

a CLE aimed at the local district attorneys and 
public defenders.  The CLE was held during one of 
the local bar association meetings and about 75 
lawyers attended, including 12-15 lawyers from the 
DA’s and PD’s office. 

 
Monthly or ad hoc lunches or other events: Another way 

judges interact with attorneys is by hosting monthly or ad hoc 
lunches or other events. 
 

4th J.D. Lunches with members of the bar are held every 
other month. 

 
7th J.D. All of the judges in the 7th J.D. host ad hoc “brown 

bag” lunches with members of the bar on a variety 
of topics such as rule modifications, and including 
administrative items such as changes in the 
division of the district court caseload.  Attendance 
ranges from a handful of attorneys to a room full of 
them if the topic is of enough interest. 

 
8th J.D. The 8th J.D. has a nearly two decade tradition of 

quarterly lunchtime bench/bar meetings, which are 
held in a conference room at the justice center.  
Lunch (pizza, sandwiches, etc.) is provided and 
alternately paid for by the bench and bar.  There are 
usually 25-30 judges and lawyers in attendance and 
a wide variety of topics are discussed.  In addition, 
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updates are provided by the chief judge and the bar 
president. 

 
12th J.D. The judges in the 12th J.D. host ad hoc bench/bar 

meetings to discuss district issues such as changes 
to the district court calendar, electronic filing, the 
transition to paperless files, and changes to specific 
docket types. 

 
21st J.D. In the 21st J.D., the judges meet periodically with 

the lawyers they see most often in their 
courtrooms—usually the district attorneys and the 
public defenders.  Additionally, the judges 
occasionally meet with the lawyers in a particular 
area of practice, such as domestic, dependency and 
neglect, or civil to discuss any procedural changes 
or just to touch base. 

 
Judicial membership and participation in local bar 

association: In many judicial districts the judges are members of 
the local bar association and participate in bar events. 
 

1st J.D. Our judges are also routinely called upon to present 
CLE for Bar sponsored training. 

 
19th J.D. Most of the judges in the 19th J.D. belong to the 

Weld County Bar Association and several judges 
serve or have served in leadership roles.  The bar 
association’s monthly meetings are held in the jury 
assembly room at the courthouse and typically 
attract 20 to 40 lawyers.  Because the majority of 
local district attorneys and public defenders are not 
members of the bar association, the judges make 
other arrangements to meet regularly with those 
lawyers. 

 
Email communications: Several chief judges remarked that 

invitations to bench/bar events are sent to attorneys via email.  
One judicial district—the 19th—uses email to communicate 
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regularly with different segments of the bar, such as the water 
lawyers, the district attorneys, the public defenders, and the newly 
admitted lawyers. 
 

19th J.D. The chief judge has created and maintained email 
list serves for the bar as a whole, as well as different 
segments of the bar, such as the water lawyers, the 
district attorneys, the public defenders, and the 
newly admitted lawyers.  The chief judge uses these 
list serves to send public announcements and 
administrative orders from the district’s chief judge, 
from the Chief Justice, and from the State Court 
Administrator.  For example, the chief judge 
recently announced openings on judicial 
nominating commissions. 

 
Social events (Term Day, Annual Dinner, etc.): Judges 

throughout Colorado also interact more informally at professional 
social events such as Term Day and annual bar association 
dinners. 
 

8th J.D. The 8th J.D. has Term Day twice a year, one in 
March and one in September.  All judicial officers 
and members of the bar are invited to these all day 
Friday events, and nearly all of the judges attend 
and about 150 lawyers attend.  The day begins with 
donuts and coffee, followed by a “state of the 
judiciary” speech from the chief judge and a bar 
association business meeting.  The newly admitted 
lawyers are then introduced in an amusing fashion.  
In the spring, members from the state bar 
association attend and speak to the group.  The 
afternoon is filled with social activities such as 
biking and bowling, followed by either cocktails and 
appetizers or dinner, on an alternating basis.  The 
local bar association does all the planning and 
publicizing of the 8th J.D.’s Term Days. 
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19th J.D. The local bar association hosts an annual dinner 
that is always well attended by both the attorneys 
and judicial officers.  Often there is a social activity 
along with the dinner, such as golf tournament or a 
play.  The local bar association also sponsors trips 
to Rockies games and to Central City by chartered 
bus, and many of the attorneys and judicial officers 
take part in these activities as well. 
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BENCH/BAR	ACTIVITY	

Judicial District  Annual Bench/Bar 
Conference 

Monthly or Ad Hoc 
Lunches or Other 

Events 

Email 
Communications 

Judicial Membership 
and Participation in 
Local Bar Association 

Social Events (e.g., 
Term Day, Annual 

Dinner, etc.) 

1st  X         

2nd  X         

3rd           

4th  X  X       

5th           

6th           

7th  X  X       

8th    X      X 

9th           

10th           

11th           

12th  X  X       

13th           

14th           
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BENCH/BAR	ACTIVITY	

Judicial District  Annual Bench/Bar 
Conference 

Monthly or Ad Hoc 
Lunches or Other 

Events 

Email 
Communications 

Judicial Membership 
and Participation in 
Local Bar Association 

Social Events (e.g., 
Term Day, Annual 

Dinner, etc.) 

15th           

16th           

17th           

18th           

19th  X  X  X  X  X 

20th           

21st    X       

22nd           
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MEMORANDUM	

To:  Chief’s Commission on the Legal Profession 

From:  Working Group B 

Date:  November 28, 2011 

Subject:  December 1, 2011 Commission Meeting 
 

1.	 Colorado	Lawyers	for	Colorado	Veterans	

John  Vaught  and  Ben  Currier  are  co‐chairs  of  the  Colorado  Lawyers  for  Colorado  Veterans 
program, which held clinics  in Ft. Collins, Colorado Springs, and Denver on November 10–11, 
2011. 

Highlights from the Denver clinic: 

•  Held  8:30  am  to  5:00  pm  at  the  Matthews  Center,  3030  Downing  Street,  a 
community center in Five Points that principally serves homeless vets. 

•  Had  approximately  56  lawyer  and  student‐volunteers  in  two  shifts.    Notably, 
approximately twice that number have volunteered for future clinics. 

•  Met  in  teams  of  one/two  lawyers  and  one  law  student  with  approximately  55 
veterans.  Some meetings lasted over an hour. 

•  Legal  problems  were  as  anticipated,  including  divorce,  child‐custody,  evictions, 
criminal matters, etc. 

•  Approximately eighteen matters will require follow‐up via referrals to lawyers in the 
community or to government agencies, or involved matters where the interviewing 
lawyer  agreed  to  take  the  case.    Two  matters  resulted  in  immediate  court 
appearances on behalf of veterans.   In the future, the program anticipates working 
more closely with the Veteran’s Court in Denver. 

•  Senator Michael Bennet, Major General Paul Martin of the Colorado National Guard, 
and a representative of Congressman Perlmutter visited the Denver clinic. 

•  We had on‐site news  coverage by 9News,  Fox News,  and  the Denver Post.    Each 
news outlet also provided pre‐clinic community  service announcements about  the 
clinics. 

Highlights from the Colorado Springs and Fort Collins clinics: 
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 •  Colorado  Springs  served  15  veterans  with  11  volunteer  lawyers  and  1  bar  staff 
member. 

•  Fort Collins served 19 veterans with 2 general practice lawyers and 2 Colorado Legal 
Services lawyers. 

Colorado  Lawyers  for  Colorado  Veterans  plans  to  host  clinics  in Denver  in March,  July,  and 
November.    The  program  may  expand  to  include  clinics  in  Grand  Junction,  Durango,  and 
possibly Pueblo. 

2.	 Statewide	Mentoring	Program	

The  CLE  Board  unanimously  approved  the  Commission’s  proposal  to  award  CLE  credit  to 
lawyers  who  participate  in  the  Statewide  Mentoring  Program.    The  CLE  Board  added  the 
following language to Regulation 103(g): 

The Board may also accredit the participation by  judges and  lawyers  in any mentoring 
program approved and overseen by  the Supreme Court, with  the maximum credit  for 
this type of activity being fifteen credits during any one compliance period. 

The pilot phase of the Statewide Mentoring Program kicks off with the Denver Bar Association 
orientation on January 5, 2012.  The DBA—which is the primary participating organization—has 
received approximately 60 mentee applications.    It  is anticipated  that  the other participating 
organizations will get started thereafter. 
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From: Vaught, John 

Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2011 12:12 PM 

To: Bender, Michael 

Subject: Colorado Lawyers for Colorado Veterans 

Dear Chief Justice Bender: 

                You asked me to provide you a memo regarding some of the background and highlights of this 

year’s veterans’ clinics held in conjunction with Veteran’s Day 2011.  As you are aware, under your 

strategic direction, preparation for development of the program and this year’s clinics in Ft. Collins, 

Colorado Springs and in Denver began about six months ago.  Mark Fogg approached me to co-chair this 

program, in conjunction with Ben Currier, Chair of the DBA Young Lawyer’s Division.  We approached 

the assignment by focusing on three major tasks.  First, identifying, locating and communicating with 

veterans who need pro bono legal services.  Second, determining what resources are available in the 

national and local communities to help veterans, in that legal assistance is often closely associated with 

other veteran services, such as VA benefits, loans and grants and other veteran-specific programs.  Third 

we set out to identify lawyers in the community who would be willing to screen veterans at local clinics 

and who would be willing to take referrals, where oral advice at the clinics did not conclude a legal 

matter. 

                To accomplish the first task, we frequently met with United Veteran’s Committee (UVC), an 

organization of approximately 167 veteran’s groups (VFWs, legislative liaisons, the Organization of 

Purple Heart Recipients, DU, CU, CSU and Metro State Veteran organizations, etc.).  We also worked 

with various governmental agencies in Denver and in state and national governments, including the VA. 

                On the second issue, we worked with Challenge America and Warrior Gateway, two 

organizations that we met through the UVC, that have developed searchable databases of veteran 

services/benefits in the US.  They estimate that 400,000 such services are available, although their 

databases are currently limited to about 40,000 services; nonetheless a substantial start.  We also 

worked with a grant-funded program at DU, the VA and other organizations to learn more about VA 

benefits and related matters. 

                Third, we approached the Colorado Bar Association and DU and CU law students to serve as 

volunteers to screen veterans and to provide long-term legal services, where necessary.  Ben Currier was 

instrumental in securing volunteers, particularly young lawyers.  Mark Fogg worked closely with DU and 

CU for student volunteers.  We developed a training program that provided CLE credit to educate 

volunteer-lawyers in areas of the law where veterans would most likely need help (family law, eviction, 

divorce, criminal, bankruptcy, etc.).  We also created a website linked to the CBA website regarding the 

November clinics.  Chuck Turner, Executive Director of the CBA, and his assistant, Carolyn Gravit, were 

instrumental in developing the website and the training program.  Our initial CLE/training was 

conducted on November 5, 2011. 
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                Associated with a VA “Stand-Down” in Ft. Collins, our first clinic opened on November 

10th.  The Denver and Colorado Springs clinics operated on November 11th.  While I am still awaiting 

reports on the Ft. Collins and Colorado Springs clinics, highlights of the Denver clinic include: 

 Held 8:30 am to 5:00 pm at the Matthews Center, 3030 Downing Street, a community center in 
Five Points that principally serves homeless vets. 

 We had approximately 56 lawyer and student-volunteers in two shifts.  Approximately twice 
that number have volunteered for future clinics. 

 We met in teams of one/two lawyers and one law student with approximately 55 
veterans.  Some meetings lasted over an hour. 

 Legal problems were as anticipated, including divorce, child-custody, evictions, criminal matters, 
etc. 

 Approximately eighteen matters will require follow-up via referrals to lawyers in the community 
or to government agencies, or involved matters where the interviewing lawyer agreed to take 
the case.  Two matters resulted in immediate court appearances on behalf of veterans.  In the 
future, we want to work more closely with the Veteran’s Court in Denver. 

 Senator Michael Bennet, Major General Paul Martin of the Colorado National Guard, and a 
representative of Congressman Perlmutter, visited the Denver clinic. 

 We had on-site news coverage by 9News, Fox News and the Denver Post.  Each had also 
provided pre-clinic community service announcements about the clinics. 

                Going forward, Mark Fogg, Chuck Turner, Ben Currier, Carolyn Gravit and I are meeting 

Monday, November 21, 2011, to review the program and to discuss lessons learned.   Following that 

meeting, we will begin to focus on expanding the program to include clinics in Grand Junction, Durango 

and possibly Pueblo, for a total of six clinics.  We anticipate the second series of clinics will occur in 

conjunction with Memorial Day, 2012. 

                Hopefully I have not missed the mark on what you needed, but if I can provide any additional 

information, please contact me at your convenience. 

Best regards, 

John M. Vaught 
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Colorado Lawyers Step Up for Colorado Veterans 
by Benjamin Currier, John Vaught 

  
ccess to justice for all Americans is an issue that is constantly 
evolving in an effort to meet the needs of those who cannot afford 
traditional legal services. With governmental budgets and outreach 

programs being pared, the communities that most rely on pro bono legal 
services are compelled to turn to individuals and to private initiatives to 
meet their ever-expanding need. Some groups have enjoyed success 
and are gaining access to justice through innovative means, but many 
have not. Among this latter group are our military veterans, active duty 
military personnel, and their families. 

In an attempt to meet the needs of Colorado veterans and service members, the Colorado Bar Association is 
developing a statewide pro bono legal services initiative to provide legal service to Colorado veterans, some active 
duty service members, and their families— Colorado Lawyers for Colorado Veterans. This program is structured to 
provide free legal advice through clinics held around the state and also provide pro bono and low fee legal services to 
individuals who require further help.  

Colorado Lawyers for Colorado Veterans will begin the first of many free clinics on Nov. 11 in Denver and Colorado 
Springs, and on Nov. 10 in Fort Collins. 

It is estimated that one-third of the adult homeless population are veterans, and a vast number of other veterans also 
are in need of legal help but unable to afford and receive the assistance they desperately require. Many national 
reserve, retired, or otherwise discharged veterans do not have access to legal services. Active duty service members 
receive some assistance from the Judge Advocate General’s Corps; however, many still have legal issues and problems 
that are not met by the current active duty legal services and do not have the resources to afford legal services to 
solve their problems. Because of this, Colorado attorneys and the CBA are reaching out to help veterans with their 
legal needs and problems. 

This program is consistent with the recommendations made by the Chief Justice Michael Bender, as part of the Chief 
Justice’s Commission on the Legal Profession. Modeled after a similar program in Texas, it is being led by a joint 

November 2011

 
Currier Vaught

A
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collaboration between the Commission, CBA President-elect Mark Fogg, John Vaught, CBA Young Lawyers Division 
Chair Benjamin Currier, CBA Executive Director Chuck Turner, and staff members of the DBA and CBA, including 
Carolyn Gravit, Heather Clark, and Denise Lynch. 

The Denver event is scheduled to be held at the Bo Matthews Center, at 3030 Downing St., from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. This initial Denver event will be staffed by law students, young lawyers, and other Colorado attorneys. In 
addition to these volunteers, a Colorado-based service organization called Challenge America will be present to help 
guide veterans through the maze of other benefits available to them. This highly anticipated event is the first of many 
steps to try to serve the needs of Colorado veterans, one veteran at a time. D  

We are currently searching for volunteers to assist for future clinics across the state. We also are looking for 
individuals who are willing to take on pro bono and low fee cases to help veterans in need. If you are interested in 
helping, please contact Carolyn Gravit at cgravit@cobar.org. We look forward to seeing you and helping with this new 
and exciting effort to provide pro bono legal services to Colorado veterans and service members. 

 
Back 

© 2011 The Docket and Denver Bar Association. All Rights Reserved.  

All material from The Docket provided via this World Wide Web server is copyrighted by the Denver Bar Association. Before accessing any specific 
article, click here for disclaimer information.  
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THE DENVER POST 

Denver and the West 

Movable courts uphold homeless veterans at Denver's Stand Down event 

 

By Jessica Fender 

 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_19261417#ixzz1f10tEP7h  

 

Posted: 11/04/2011 01:00:00 AM MDT 

Updated: 11/04/2011 05:18:39 AM MDT 

 

Military veteran Darren Trujillo, 46, is three months sober and has lined up a paid gig ringing a 

donation bell for the Salvation Army.  

But an old trespassing ticket that turned into a warrant after he failed to appear in court meant he 

wasn't eligible for the job—until Thursday. 

Denver lawyers and judges for the first time brought a courtroom to homeless veterans, joining a 

Department of Veterans Affairs-sponsored event aimed at getting struggling vets such essentials 

as haircuts and eye exams. 

"I was going to turn myself in today. I got lucky. I just came here for a sleeping bag," Trujillo 

said. "Now I don't have to go to jail. I can do community service." 

It can be daunting for homeless veterans to clear their records of the types of minor infractions—

park-curfew fines, trespassing, public intoxication—that often go hand in hand with living on the 

streets, said Denver County Magistrate Beth Faragher. 

 

 
Army veteran George Seals, right, pleads his legal case to a Denver County 

judge Thursday morning as lawyer Roger Billotte listens in at Denver's 

Veterans Stand Down event.  (Photos by Andy Cross, The Denver Post) 

 

 

The temporary court focused on clearing the tickets and warrants related to misdemeanor, 

nonviolent violations. In most cases, defendants got community service rather than jail time.  

"It's a really good thing," said Faragher, who sits on the Denver Access to Justice Commission. 

"It also helps the court if we can get our cases resolved." 
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Faragher, the Denver Bar Association and the county court system organized the temporary 

court, where they hoped to help up to 80 people untangle their legal problems. 

The larger event, the 21st annual Veterans Stand Down, drew 486 of the estimated 700 homeless 

vets living in Denver, including Army vet Lance Rivera, 51, who made an appearance Thursday 

in the temporary courtroom.  

Denver County Court Judge Raymond Satter approved Rivera's furlough from jail so he could 

attend the annual event and pick up the boots, clothes and sleeping bags available to the vets. On 

Sunday, he heads back to jail. 

"I feel I was blessed," Rivera said. 

Army vet George Seals, 62, said he arrived at Denver's National Guard Armory and headed 

straight to the courtroom as soon as he heard he could take care of a light-rail ticket and related 

warrant. 

"I skipped all the other stations," Seals said. "I always had to watch over my back. This here was 

worth it just by itself." 

Colorado's legal community has zeroed in on veterans' issues in the past few years.  

The 4th Judicial District, which includes Colorado Springs, opened a court for vets in the fall of 

2009. In September, Denver's drug court followed suit. 

Supreme Court Justice Michael Bender lauded the legal community for coming together to help a 

troubled population. 

"The general public and legal community are beginning to realize a large number of vets are in 

need of a lot of legal services," Bender said. "They deserve it." 

Next week, the Colorado Bar Association plans clinics in Denver, Fort Collins and Colorado 

Springs, where vets can get advice on obtaining benefits, domestic issues and other legal 

questions. 

Satter runs Denver's homeless court docket one Friday a month and oversaw Thursday's court. 

"These guys lack the acuity to just take care of simple stuff," Satter said. "We're just trying to 

help them." 
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