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CHIEF’S COMMISSION ON THE LEGAL PROFESSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

February 21, 2013 2 E. 14th Ave., 4th Floor 3:00–5:00 PM 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Chief Justice Michael Bender, John Baker, Judge Russell Carparelli, 
Roger Clark, Sarah Clark, Cynthia Coffman, Katy Donnelly, Kelly 
Dunnaway, Kim Dvorchak, John Eckstein, Mark Fogg, Andy Frohardt 
(for Mike Massey), Judge Richard Gabriel, Charles Garcia, Ed 
Gassman, Carolyn Gravit, Carol Haller, Melissa Hart, Chief Judge Bob 
Hyatt, Patty Jarzobski, Dean Marty Katz, Dave Little, Judge Robert 
McGahey, Bill Leone, Presiding Judge John Marcucci, Lucy O’Hanian 
(for James O’Connor), Justice Nancy Rice, Judge Gilbert Román, 
Judge Terry Ruckriegle, Dave Stark, Dan Sweetser, Judge Dan 
Taubman, Lorenzo Trujillo, Judge Mimi Tsankov, Chuck Turner, Kara 
Veitch, Dan Vigil 

ATTACHMENTS The meeting agenda and materials are attached to these minutes. 

NEXT MEETING May 23, 2013 at 3:00 PM 

  

AGENDA ITEMS 

WELCOME CHIEF JUSTICE BENDER 

Chief Justice Bender welcomed the Commission members and announced Colorado Attorney Regulation 
Counsel John Gleason’s retirement. 

SPECIAL REPORT – MENTORING MARK FOGG & JOHN BAKER 

Commission Member John Baker reported that he has been selected to be the Executive Director of the 
Colorado Attorney Mentoring Program (CAMP), and that he is moving into the evaluation phase of the 
statewide mentoring pilot program. Working Group B Chair Mark Fogg expressed his belief that 
institutionalization of the mentoring program demonstrated the importance and impact of partnership 
between the Commission, the Colorado Bar Association, and the Colorado Courts. 

SPECIAL REPORT – JUVENILE DELINQUENCY KIM DVORCHAK 

Kim Dvorchak, Executive Director of the Colorado Juvenile Defender Coalition, delivered a special report 
on her organization’s assessment of access to counsel and quality of representation in juvenile 
delinquency proceedings in Colorado. She explained that 39% of juvenile delinquency proceedings 
happen without counsel at any stage during the proceeding. She presented several core 
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recommendations and implementation strategies including: ensure timely appointment of counsel; 
restrict waiver of counsel; establish a presumption of indigence; recognize juvenile defense as a 
professional practice requiring specialized training and expertise; create a chief juvenile defender 
position; adopt statewide standards of juvenile defense; ensure representation at all critical stages, 
including post-disposition; streamline expungement and sexual offender deregistration; collect data on 
appointment and waiver of counsel; establish an advisory committee to review the report and oversee 
implementation of recommendations; establish an interim legislative study committee on access to 
justice and counsel for children in juvenile delinquency court; establish statewide standards of practice 
for juvenile defense; establish pro bono project to assist with petitions for expungement and sex 
offender deregistration. 

SPECIAL REPORT – MODEST MEANS MARK FOGG 

Mark Fogg updated the Commission on the status of the Modest Means Task Force, which is a joint 
effort of the Colorado Bar Association, the Colorado Access to Justice Commission, and which has many 
members of the Commission. Mark explained the Task Force goal of compiling a practice manual and 
training for lawyers who want to devote some or all of their practice to representing individuals who are 
of more moderate income. 

SPECIAL REPORT – CIVIC EDUCATION JOHN BAKER 

Commission Member John Baker presented a special report (Materials Pages 1–7) on civics education on 
behalf of the ad hoc working group, chaired by John and Melissa Hart, which was tasked with looking 
into how the Commission can reach out and help the community in this regard. 

John explained that there is a deficit in the civics education being taught in elementary, middle, or high 
school, and that although there is no lack of interest among judges and lawyers to help improve such 
education, there is a need for a coordinated effort on behalf of a particular organization to serve as a 
clearinghouse for information for teachers and the community about what programs are out there. It is 
proposed that the Commission play this role and involve members of the Commission who are 
interested in this project. The goal is not to duplicate what’s already being done or to reinvent the 
wheel, but rather to put momentum and focus behind what’s already being done. 

WORKING GROUP A LORENZO TRUJILLO 

Lorenzo Trujillo, Chair of Working Group A—development of professional identity, social responsibility, 
and practice skills in law school, and involvement of judges and leaders of the bar in law school—
presented Working Group A’s report (Materials Pages 8–9). Dean Trujillo reported that Working Group A 
will continue to work on revamping the 1L “For This We Stand” Joint Professionalism Orientation 
program for next year. 

WORKING GROUP B MARK FOGG 

Mark Fogg, Chair of Working Group B—development of professional identity and social responsibility for 
new attorneys and thereafter—reminded the Commission of Working Group B’s involvement with the 
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statewide mentoring program and Colorado Lawyers for Colorado Veterans. He informed the 
Commission that Colorado Lawyers for Colorado Veterans program has helped in excess of 250 veterans; 
has assigned 50 pro bono cases; and has involved 200 lawyers and judges. He explained possible plans to 
move the program into a new section of the CBA called the Veteran’s Assistance Committee. 

WORKING GROUP C JUDGE CARPARELLI 

Judge Russell Carparelli, Chair of Working Group C—development of communication and 
professionalism between and among judges and attorneys—explained that the Working Group has been 
and will continue to work on October Legal Professionalism Month and the Assembly of Lawyers, as well 
as developing a network among local and diversity bar organizations, Inns of Court, and other 
organizations. 

WORKING GROUP D DAVE STARK 

Dave Stark, Chair of Working Group D—development of the relationship between the legal profession 
and the community to enhance access to justice, delivery of justice, and education of the public—
summarized Working Group D’s recent efforts concerning pro bono and pro se resources. He updated 
the Commission on Working Group D’s pro bono outreach with in-house counsel, government lawyers, 
and law firms, as well as the Working Group’s efforts to promote lawyer involvement with the state’s 
pro se self-help centers.  Working Group D’s report is attached to these minutes (Materials Pages 10–
11). 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FURTHER DISCUSSION  

Chief Justice Bender commented that a few areas of concern to consider for the future are: (1) to 
change the perception that the fundamental role of a lawyer is to make money; (2) to educate the public 
about what the rule of law is, as well as what judges do and how they do it; and (3) to bring 
transparency to the public about what happens in courts and in lawyers’ offices. 

Judge Carparelli echoed the Chief’s comments, reminding the Commission that the more citizens know 
about the legal system, the more they trust the system. 

Dean Katz informed the Commission that DU is about to open an incubator project to assist new lawyers 
in hanging out their own shingle. He also announced efforts to reduce the combined cost of 
undergraduate and law school by rolling out a three-and-three program for DU students. 

SMALL GROUP BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION SESSION  

The Commission Members then broke up into small groups to discuss the following three general 
questions: 

1. What do you see as the most pressing need with regard to improving professionalism, identity, and/or 
civility? 

2. How do you think the Commission can have the most significant and most immediate effect in 
promoting professionalism? 
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3. Is there a role or function that you would like to see the Commission undertake in fulfilling its efforts 
to achieve its mission? 

The results will be presented at the Commission’s next meeting. 

REMAINING 2013 COMMISSION MEETING DATES CHIEF JUSTICE BENDER 

Chief Justice Bender announced the Commission’s remaining 2013 meeting dates, and that the 
September date will be changed because of a conflict with the Colorado Courts Chief Judges Leadership 
Training Program: 

 May 23, 2013 

 September 12, 2013 October 3, 2013 

 December 5, 2013 

All meetings will be held on Thursday afternoons from 3:00–5:00 PM in the Supreme Court Conference 
Room on the 4th Floor of the new Ralph L. Carr Colorado Judicial Center at 2 E. 14th Ave., Denver, 
Colorado 80203. 

ADJOURN  

Minutes of Meeting submitted by Sarah Clark, February 22, 2013 

 


