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Christie Coates, an experienced family law attorney, now emphasizes ADR in 
domestic relations and has been a mediator since 1984 in private practice.  She serves 
as one of the ODR parenting coordinators in the Twentieth Judicial District and 
mediates domestic cases for the Denver and Jefferson County District Courts.  She has 
served on the Colorado Bar Association Family Law Section Executive Council and the 
CBA Board of Governors.  Named the CBA’s Outstanding Young Lawyer in Colorado in 
1986, she has since been honored locally and nationally for her work as a mediator, 
lawyer and child advocate. A former president of the Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, an international interdisciplinary organization, she chaired AFCC’s 
Task Force on Parenting Coordination which developed model guidelines for parenting 
coordinators.  She has also co-chaired committees for both the American Bar 
Association’s Dispute Resolution Section and Family Section.  An adjunct professor at 
the University of Colorado School of Law, Christie is a popular national speaker, trainer 
and consultant in conflict resolution, high-conflict families, parenting coordination, hybrid 
processes, professionalism, ethics, and family law. She co-authored Working with High 
Conflict Families of Divorce (Jason Aronson, 2001) and Learning from Divorce (Jossey-
Bass, 2003).     
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