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The Colorado Women’s Bar Association (“CWBA™) and the Colorado Women’s
Bar Association Foundation (“CWBAF”) hereby file this brief of amicus curiae in
support of Petitioner’s opposition to the final action of the Ballot Title Setting Board
(“Board™) concerning Proposed Initiative for 2007-2008 #31 (“Prohibition on
Discrimination and Preferential Treatment by Colorado Govemments”) (“Initiative™). As
grounds therefore, the CWBA and CWBAF state as follows:

1. Petitioners Polly Baca, Kristy Schloss and Ron Montoya oppose the
Board’s approval of and setting a ballot title for the Initiative on multiple grounds,
including but not limited to, the ground that the Initiative violates the single subject
requirement of Colo. Const. art. V, § 1(5.5) and § 1-40-106.5, C.R.S. (2006).

2, The CWBA and CWBAF support the Petitioners’ opposition efforts.

3. The CWBA is a statewide organization comprised of approximately eight
hundred lawyers, mostly womén. The CWBA was founded in 1978. Its primary purpose
is the promotion and advancement of women in the law and the protection and promotion
of the general welfare of women throughout the Stéte.

4, The CWBAF is a separate entity that works in conjunction with the
CWBA. The CWBAF’s purpose is to implement the charitable and education work of
the CWBA and thereby assist the CWBA in meeting its goals of promoting and
advancing wﬁmen in the law, and protecting and promoting the welfare of all women.

5. In accordance with these stated goals, the CWBAF offers a scholarship to

two women law students attending law school at the University of Colorado (a second




year student and a third year student). The criteria for the scholarships are (i) female
gender, (ii) participation as a student member in the CWBA and (iii} financial need.!

6. The University of Colorado School of Law assists the CWBAF in
awarding these scholarships by listing or advertising the scholarships, accepting
applications, culling the applications for those applicants that meet the minimum
requirements and forwarding the remaining applications on to the CWBATF for selection
of the final recipients, |

7. ‘The CWBA and CWBAF are concemed that the ability of the University
of Colorado, as a public institution of higher education, to administer and facilitate the
application process will be imperiled by this Initiative. Specifically, the CWBA and
CWBAF are concerned that the “preferential treatment” language in the Initiative could
be deemed to prohibit a public university from assisting the CWBAF in advertising and
identifying students to receive a gender specific scholarship. |

8. If the Initiative is approved by the voters in the November .2008 election
and the University of Colorado School of Law is unable to assist the CWBAF in offering
these scholarships, it will make it difficult, if not impossible, for the CWBAF to award
these scholarships to women law sm;ients attending the school. This is because the
University’s inability to participate in the process will virtually eliminate our referral
source for students, and the administration of the scholarships will be made much more
difficult for an organization with very limited staff time.

9. Therefore, the CWBA and CWBAF support the Petitioners® opposition to

the Board’s final action approving and setting a title for the Initiative.

' The CWBATF offers the same two scholarships to women law students attending the
University of Denver Sturm College Of Law,
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