
Stages of a Dependency and Neglect (D&N) Case 

Preliminary Protective Proceeding – The very first hearing in the D&N case.  At this hearing the 
judge or magistrate decides whether the children should be returned to the home or whether the 
child should be placed with a relative or in foster care.  Attorneys are appointed for parents who 
qualify for court appointed counsel.  In addition, protective orders are often entered at this hearing 
that often require drug and alcohol evaluations, prohibiting the use of corporal punishment, 
providing a schedule of visits, etc.   

Adjudication – The hearing where the parents decide whether to admit or deny that the child is a 
dependent or neglected child.  If the parent admits, the court will enter a Family Services Plan 
(often called a Treatment Plan) at the Dispositional Hearing.  If the parent denies the petition a 
trial will be scheduled, either before a jury of six or before a judge.   

Dispositional Hearing – The hearing where the court, the parents and other parties are presented 
with the Treatment Plan (Family Services Plan) and the court enters a plan that is designed to 
make it possible to safely reunite the children with their family.  As part of the Treatment Plan, the 
court may order that the parents regularly attend visitation, be tested for drugs, participate and 
make progress in therapy for domestic violence or drug abuse, etc.  This hearing is often 
combined with the Adjudication Hearing. 

Permanency Planning Hearing – The hearing where it is decided what the permanent home for 
the child should be.  This hearing usually takes place within 90 days after the Dispositional 
Hearing.  The Permanency Goal may be return home, placement with a relative or it could be 
adoption.  Sometimes the plan includes two goals that are pursued at the same time.  This allows 
plans to be made for the permanency of a child in case the best goal falls through.   

Review Hearing – This is a hearing that occurs after the Dispositional Hearing.  Review Hearings 
usually take place about every 90 days until the case is close through the return of the child to the 
parents or the permanent placement of a child through the award of custody or adoption.  At the 
hearing the parents, lawyers and other parties review the progress of the parents and the child to 
determine whether they are moving forward in achieving the Treatment Plan’s goals.  At this 
hearing the court may adjust visitation with the parents, return the child to the parents’ home, or 
make adjustments to the Treatment Plan.   

Assignment of Parental Rights and Responsibilities APR – This used to be called custody.  If a 
parent is not successful in achieving the goals of his or her Treatment Plan, one of the parties 
make ask to have APR assigned to them.  The requesting party may be the other parent, a 
relative or another person who has a relationship with the child.   

Termination of Parent-Child Relationship Trial – If the Caseworker or the Guardian ad Litem 
believe that the parent has failed to live up to the Treatment Plan and that the best interests of the 
child would be served by freeing the child for adoption, this trial will be scheduled to terminate the 
parent-child relationship. 


