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Judge Lowenbach’s Farewell 
 
It has been my great honor and privilege to serve as a judicial officer in the 

Nineteenth Judicial District for more than a quarter of a century and as the Lead Judge of 
the Weld County Model Court for the past year.  During the past several years, our 
community’s efforts at reform have received great support from fellow judicial officers, 
attorneys, community agencies and individuals.   I am confident that under Judge Julie 
Hoskins leadership, innovation of our systems will continue to move forward for the 
benefit of our children and their families.   

Carl Sagan, the renowned scientist who studied the macro-system of space, 
implored his readers to take action to make our society here on Earth better.  He urged us 
to “understand the world and change it where it needs to be changed . . . [to] make our 
society better, [to] make a world worthy of the children that [our] generation will bear.”   

Our new court leadership, as well as the members of our Model Court Team, 
understands that our systems need to continually reform and evolve to best serve children 
and families.  Although many changes have already been made that hold great promise, 
much work remains to be done.   
 As Sagan suggests, we must act with urgency in pursuing a mission that 
promises a better system for abused children and their parents.  There is no more 
important work.  -- J. Robert Lowenbach 
 

Introduction from our New Lead Judge 
 

 I would like to introduce myself to those who do not know me.  I have been on the 
bench in various capacities since May 2003.  Before becoming a judicial officer, I was in 
private practice.  My work included dependency and neglect cases, as a guardian ad litem 
as well as respondent parent’s counsel.  
 Outside of my professional life, my husband and I have three incredible children.  
I say this with full confidence as I have yet to meet a child that is not incredible in his or 
her own way.  Our children range in age from preschool through middle school.  Prior to 
the birth of our youngest child, we fostered children here in Weld County for a few years. 
 In some ways, presiding over dependency and neglect cases feels a bit like coming 
home.  I am very excited for this new assignment, as there is no other assignment as a 
judge where the potential for positive outcomes for children is as high.  However, as 
exciting as the assignment is, it is also daunting.  Judge Lowenbach and Judge Tuttle have 
set a high bar, and I know expectations among all of those involved in these cases are very 
high. 
 I will do my best to continue the good work that Judge Lowenbach, Judge Tuttle, 
and the other members of this highly motivated and invested team have already 
accomplished.  Thank you so much for the opportunity. --Julie Hoskins 
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Updates to the District Plan 
 

The 19th Judicial District adopted a revised District Plan for Handling Dependency and Neglect 
Case on Nov. 12, 2008. There are two major changes: 
 

1. Orientations: Beginning Dec. 30, 2008 Orientation Meetings will be held at 8:00 a.m. 
immediately prior to the Preliminary Protective Hearing.  The family court facilitator will 
meet with the parents in an informal setting and provide them with information about the 
court process and child welfare system, and with practical written materials to help them 
better organize and navigate the system. She also will assist the parents with forms, 
including applications for court appointed counsel. If the parent qualifies for a court 
appointed attorney, one is appointed immediately. The parents will then have increased 
time to meet with their attorneys and speak with the Guardian ad Litem and caseworker. 
The Preliminary Protective Hearings will start at 9:00 a.m. Providing parents with useful 
and important information earlier in their cases should result in increased engagement by 
the parents, quicker resolution of divisive issues, and better results for children. 
 

2. Visitation Protocol:  In most cases family time will be ordered at the Preliminary 
Protective Hearing.  Appendix B of the District Plan represents values reflecting how this 
should occur, including family time occurring within 48 hours of the removal of the child 
from the home, plans being based on the unique facts for each family, and the importance 
of sibling contact. 

 
The entire plan is available at: 
http://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/File/Court_Probation/19th_Judicial_District/AO_08_D_N_Plan_1
1_08.pdf  

The District Plan is evaluated annually to assess effectiveness and determine if goals are reached. 
Written comments and suggestions are welcome and should be sent to Laurie Strand, PO Box 
2038, Greeley, CO 80632 or to laurie.strand@judicial.state.co.us. 
 
 
    New Family Court Facilitator 
 

Laurie Strand began her duties as Family Court Facilitator on Oct. 22, 2008. Her 
responsibilities include conducting orientation meetings, scheduling and conducting facilitations, 
organizing CLE courses and trainings and preparing statistical reports for the judicial officers. 
Prior to joining the 19th Judicial District, she worked as an attorney for Colorado Legal Services 
in Greeley and in Alamosa. Laurie attended law school at the University of Southern California 
and received her undergraduate education in history and German at Colorado State University.  

 
Laurie may be reached at (970) 351-7300 x5476 and at laurie.strand@judicial.state.co.us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 

Monthly subcommittee meetings: 
• Permanency Subcommittee, 1-23-09, noon, Courthouse 4th Floor, room 4C. 
• Visitation Subcommittee, 3-11-09, noon, Parenting Education Center, Basement Conference Room. 
• Emancipation/Education Success Subcommittee, 2-11-09, at Model Court Retreat. 

Collaborative meetings: 
• Child Welfare Collaborative Model Court Oversight Committee, 2-19-09, 8:30 a.m., Plaza West Jury Assembly 

Room. 
• Child Welfare Collaborative Model Court Steering Committee, Annual Retreat 2-11-09, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 

First Congregational Church, 2101 16th Street.  



Drug Testing 101    
 
Interpreting drug testing results can sometimes be confusing even for highly trained 

professionals. Sorting through the realities and myths of drug testing, test results and common 
adulterants is not easy. 

Joni Harris from Norchem Drug Testing presented training on this topic on Nov. 12, 2008 
at the Weld County Training Center. Her presentation examined the importance of collection 
procedures to ensure the sample is from the correct person and the person was not able to 
adulterate the sample during the collection process. There are numerous products available on 
the market that claim to produce a “clean” test, including “Klear & Whizzies”, “Urine Luck”, 
and “Stealth”, which contains an enzyme that destroys the drug and then itself. Common 
household products also are used, such as bleach, salt, Drano, Visine and gelatin. The addition of 
these products to the urine sample may cause an abnormal test result. The lab can then test for 
some of the specific adulterants. 

Other forms of drug testing have their advantages and disadvantages. Saliva tests (swabs) 
are harder to adulterate but won’t detect marijuana use that occurred more than 24 hours prior to 
the test. Hair testing will detect past use, generally 30 days per half inch of hair. The sweat patch 
is often too sensitive and is more reliable in a controlled environment (prisons). 

A person may attempt to alter a urine test result by drinking large amounts of water, 
coffee or any other liquid. This dilutes the sample and also affects the level of creatinine in the 
urine. Creatinine is a byproduct of normal metabolism. High fluid consumption decreases the 
amount of creatinine in the urine and is easily detected by the lab. Levels for barbiturates and 
amphetamines are less effected by dilution since the levels are higher to begin with. Levels of 
most other drugs are decreased in dilute samples, including cocaine and THC. The lab uses a 
THC/Creatinine ratio to equalize the water levels in samples to account for dilution. THC levels  
also can spike when there has not been recent use, due to fat loss, since THC is stored in fat. 

A sample size can be as small as a couple of drops for screening and a teaspoon to 
confirm a positive result. The levels used for screening are based on levels established by the 
Department of Transportation. These levels are meant to avoid extremely low positive results. A 
confirmation test is performed when the person denies use, for use in court and when the 
screening result needs further interpretation, such as to screen out over the counter drugs that can 
cause a positive result. The lab cannot detect abuse of prescription drugs, which requires a blood 
test to check for therapeutic levels. Drugs that are usually not tested for due to expense include 
LSD, PCP, mushrooms, oxycodone and ecstasy. The cost for a mushroom test alone is around 
$300. 

Harris addressed common fallacious myths about drug testing, including: positive results 
for passive inhalation of marijuana (you would need to be in a 4’x4’ room with four people 
smoking constantly for five hours); poppy seeds provide a positive result for opiates (you would 
have to consume a large amount of unwashed poppy seeds); there is no natural source 
(food/drink) that create a positive result for amphetamines; and lidocain/novacain do not cause a 
false positive for cocaine. 

Interpreting results can sometimes be confusing and a person may have an explanation 
for a positive result that seems to make sense. Different labs also use different testing methods, 
so if results vary it is important to consider that as well. Harris advised that you can always call 
the lab with questions. Norchem’s website includes additional information about testing, myths 
and lab standards and is available at https://www.norchemlab.com/. The number for Norchem 
Drug Testing is (888) 378-8780.  

      
 
 
 
                 

Upcoming Continuing Legal Education (CLE) courses and Special Events: 
• Office of the Child’s Representative Annual Conference, 2-19 and 2-20-09, Steamboat Springs. For 

information/registration contact Ryan Burke at (303) 860-1517 ext 5 or ryanburke@coloradochildrep.org. 
• Juvenile Law Hot Topics, 3-12-09, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CBA/CLE, Denver. For more information call (303) 860-0608 

or see http://www.cobar.org/calendar/eventdetail.cfm?EventID=JV031209L. 
• 28th Annual Children’s Festival, 3-28-09, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Island Grove Event Center. For information contact Caroline at

United Way of Weld County at 970-304-6184 or cgelatt@unitedway-weld.org.



 
The Weld County Parenting Education Center has moved! 

 
Weld County Parenting Education Center now is located in the Greeley Building at 710 11th 
Avenue, Suite 202, Greeley, CO 80631. The new phone number is 970-304-6579. 
 
The PEC does not have set hours, however there is usually someone there from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Parenting time is scheduled Mondays through Saturdays. The PEC is closed the same dates 
and the Department of Human Services. PEC programs and parenting classes are open to any 
Social Service clients who currently have an open case, or families who are currently enrolled in 
the Building a Healthy Marriage program. 
 
“As part of Weld County Department of Social Services, Weld County Parent Educators will 
assure the safety of children at all times. We believe families are the foundation of our 
society. Our primary mission is to assist families through education, developing and utilizing 
resources and supports, modeling, promoting healthy relationships and empowering 
individuals.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

‘To the child we cannot answer “Tomorrow,” The child’s name is “Today.”           
Excerpt from poetry penned by Chilean poet Gabriela Mistral before her death in 1957. 

 
Weld County  

Child Welfare Collaborative  
Model Court Retreat 

 
The 2009 Weld County Child Welfare Collaborative Strategic Planning Retreat  

will be Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
at the First Congregational Church, 2101 16th Street in Greeley. 

 
Stakeholders will evaluate progress on Model Court initiatives and develop action 

plans for sustaining improvements in court processing of child welfare cases.  
Specifically, we will be assessing our achievements related to the 2008 goals, 

discussing state and national efforts to improve handling of child welfare cases, 
evaluating performance measures, and setting priorities for 2009.  

 
Crystal Soderman, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges Model 

Court Liaison, and District Court Judge Julie Hoskins will facilitate this event. 
 

An invitation for this event will be sent by email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Laurie Strand at (970) 351-7300 x5476 

or laurie.strand@judicial.state.co.us. 


